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EDITORIAL  

 

ñYou have seen sunshine and rain at once.ò 

 

SHAKESPEAREôS words (from King Lear, as if you didnôt know) are perhaps more appropriate to this past spring 

term than they might at first seem. To begin with a humble example, the weather has done its best to prove ñsunshine 

and rain at onceò an understatement. Just think of the alliteration in ñYou have seen sunshine and snow at once.ò 

 

Sport too has proved to be both successful in one sphere, and disappointing in another. Yet again we can blame the 

weather for a large number of cancelled fixtures, but those matches which did take place resulted, on the whole, in 

victory for the school (or rather, the 2nd XI). 

 

On the academic level this has been a term of high tension for the second-year sixth form, a term spiced with U.C.C.A. 

communications. The vultures hovering over the post table have nipped the bloody entrails from many a second-class 

delivery (who can afford first-class these days?) and have tasted the various joys of acceptance, refusal, and unreach-

able offers. The processes of revision and speculation about academic careers have kept us looking both ways at once. 

The distant future seems dependent upon the immediate future, which is itself dependent upon how well we under-

stood Latin grammar in the third form. ñSunshine and rain at onceò - itôs nearly all over, but the worst is yet to come. 

 

Socially, the term has had its high and low points. The disappearance of several members of the school to France, 

home, Germany, or the sick-bed over the last week or so of term has given the impression that the term is about to do a 

slow fade into a hazy sunset, but even so we have, for the most part, avoided the spectre of óflu this winter. 

 

Mock examinations are over. Next term itôs the real thing, but in between, a holiday. But even the holiday is but the 

half-promise of a rainbow. Each day spent lounging ñlike a sun-dozed catò turns into another pin to prick the con-

science, and the textbooks grin evilly from their shelves. One must, one supposes, strike a balance. Anyone coming 

down the pub for differential equations and a game of darts? 

 

In the words of the football commentator, the game is over, the crowds slowly file out of the ground, and as the drizzle 

descends we leave you and hand you back to the studio. 
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MISCELLANEA  

 

Winter Term, 1974 

 

THE Editorial for this issue was contributed, for the first time for many years, by a senior boy; we hope this will be a 

precedent for editorials by more staff and sixth formers in the future. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

Since the last magazine the following staff births have been recorded: a son, Benjamin, to Mr. and Mrs. Hembry, in 

July; a daughter, Jennifer, to Mr. and Mrs. Kelsey, in October. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

At the start of the new school year we were pleased to welcome the Rev. W. K. A. Hussey as college chaplain and as 

priest in charge of St. Peterôs Church, Rendcomb. He is also teaching divinity, English and history at the college. We 

wish him well and hope that he and his family will enjoy their time at Rendcomb. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

We were also glad to welcome in September Mr. Smith, to teach physics, and Mrs. Tyler, who teaches part-time 

French; we hope that both are enjoying their time with us. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

Films shown this term have included: Rentadick; The Candidate; Zeppelin; The Lion in Winter; Whatôs Up, Doc?; 

Kidnapped; The Royal Hunt of the Sun; Baffled; The Ipcress File. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

The following left the college at the end of the winter term, 1974: David Bell; Andrew Jenkins; Bruce Mann; Victoria 

Penney; Timothy Ingles. We wish them all well in the future. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

A group from the college visited Coventry Cathedral on September 15th and had an enjoyable conducted tour. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

A party of sixth form biologists visited the wildlife park at Burford on September 22nd. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

On 22nd September Dr. Tom Clarkson came to the school to give an illustrated lecture entitled ñMountains of Peru 

and Patagoniaò. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

On 29th September a mixed Rendcomb party visited Tintern Abbey and Symondôs Yat. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

On 4th October a largely fifth form group went to the Royal Shakespeare Theatre, Stratford, for a performance of 

Twelfth Night, while on 22nd November a sixth form party visited the same theatre for Macbeth, with Nicol William-

son in the title role. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

Dr. William Urry, formerly Keeper of the Archives at Canterbury Cathedral, gave a lecture at the school on October 

11th on the subject of ñThe Murder of Becketò. 

 

*  *  *  *  
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Parent/teacher meetings were held for form II parents on 3rd November and form III parents on 24th November. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

The half-term holiday lasted this term for a week rather than the usual long week-end. This enabled us to end the term 

on a more realistic date later in December and provided a fuller break in a long term. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

The Books for Students Exhibition was held on Thursday, 7th November, and paperback sales were again brisk. Per-

haps the college, like many other schools (albeit larger ones), will one day have its own paperback bookshop. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

Remembrance Day was celebrated on 10th November and included an evening performance by the college choir and 

orchestra of Haydnôs Mass In Time of War. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

On 13th November Dr. Ernest Neal gave a lecture on ñBadgersò, a subject on which he is recognised as a leading au-

thority. Dr. Neal taught at Rendcomb for some years and did much of his research in this area; it was good to welcome 

him here again. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

A sixth form dance was held on November 30th. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

A group of bird-watchers visited the Slimbridge Wildfowl Trust on December 1st. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

T. S. Eliotôs drama Murder in the Cathedral was this yearôs senior play. A review appears later. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

An Advent service of lessons and carols was held in St. Peterôs Church, Rendcomb, on December 1st, and the term 

ended with the customary Christmas carol service in Cirencester church on December 15th. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

The Christmas dinner and sketches took place on Friday, 13th December, but the superstitious were confounded by the 

success of the festivities. Our increased numbers meant that the Junior House ate separately this year in the Assembly 

Hall - another small example of the temporary problems caused by the greater size of the college. 

 

 

Spring Term, 1975 

 

We are very sorry to say goodbye to the matron, Mrs. Garvie, and to Miss Gibbs, who has been supervising the cook-

ing. Both have worked hard on our behalf in their respective fields and we wish them well in their next posts. The link 

with Mrs. Garvie, in fact survives since her son, John, still has a further year to do in the sixth form. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

Films shown this term were: Man in the Wilderness; Hitlerôs Last Ten Days; Bless this House; When Eight Bells Toll; 

Suppose They gave a War and Nobody Came; The Thief who Came to Dinner. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

A series of history lectures were given by Mr. Price on the subject of ñ1875ò. 
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There was an illustrated lecture by Mr. Swaine on Sunday, 9th February, entitled ñA Visit to the Arab Republic of 

Yemenò. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

Mr. S. Wort gave a lecture on ñAntique Silverò on 23rd February. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

There were two Literary Society lectures this term. The first, given by Mr. Paul OôFlinn on 26th February, was enti-

tled, ñTess - Down and Out in Wessexò; the second, on 19th March, was by Malcolm Farquhar, director of the Every-

man Theatre, Cheltenham, and was entitled ñThe Director - or the Actor?ò Fuller accounts appear elsewhere. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

The junior play this term was Toad of Toad Hall, presented with óa cast of thousandsô on 27th and 28th February and 

1st March. A review appears later. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

A further visit to the wildlife park at Burford was organised on Sunday, 16th March. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

Science lectures this term were given by Dr. Gilbert, from the University of Reading, on 16th January, and Dr. 

Latham, also from the University of Reading, on 11th March. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

Fifteen members of the VIb history group attended an all-day course on local history organised by the Glos. Commu-

nity Council in Cirencester on 24th March - an enjoyable, instructive day. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

Parent/teacher meetings were held for form IV parents on 26th January, form V parents on 17th February, form VIb 

parents on 9th March. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

By the time the next edition of The Rendcomb Magazine is in print, a record number of candidates will have entered 

for the Oxford and Cambridge entrance scholarships. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

J. P. Fletcher is to be warmly congratulated on winning one of the few G.P.O. scholarships from a large number of 

candidates from all parts of the British Isles. The award is tenable at any university of his choice. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

Mrs. Price and members of the sixth form have been busy planting trees and shrubs in the vicinity of Park House. The 

mild winter has helped them all to take; Park House should be a blaze of colour by the Spring of 1985! 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

Congratulations to Kevin Barraclough, some of whose poems earned honourable mention in a recent national competi-

tion for budding Byrons. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

Members of the sixth form visited the Royal Opera House, Covent Garden, on 22nd January, for a performance of 

Tchaikovskyôs ballet The Sleeping Beauty. 
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Another party of sixth formers visited the Royal Academy, London, on 3oth January, for the Turner exhibition; a 

fuller account appears later. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

There were some outstanding history projects amongst the twelve submitted to the Cambridge Board by VIa this year. 

The subjects ranged from ñThe Cliveden Set and Appeasementò (Catherine Ledger) to ñThe 15th Century Lords of 

Breconò (Richard Evans) and ñGloucestershire Fairs in the 13th Centuryò (Phillip Lamphee). 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

Organ recitals were given this term by Stuart Honeyball on 19th January and by Mr. Willson on 16th March. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

The college orchestra gave a concert, consisting of three works, on Sunday, 23rd March. Further details appear else-

where. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

Paul Rose and Jeremy Stupple are to be congratulated on representing the Glos. schools hockey XI in various inter-

county matches during the term. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

Congratulations also to Jon Dixon, who has gained a place, in the teeth of fierce competition, at the Bristol Old Vic 

Training School for the acting profession. His varied roles in sundry Rendcomb productions should at least aid his 

versatility! 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

A sixth form party visited the Everyman Theatre, Cheltenham, on 10th March for a performance of Beckettôs Waiting 

for Godot. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

A successful sixth form dance took place on Saturday, 15th March. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

Largely because of the Easter dates the term ended on a Thursday instead of the usual Sunday - a necessary arrange-

ment but one which created problems of orientation and which at times made the last few days seem something of a 

postscript. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

We are grateful to the following for providing photographs and line drawings for this issue: Jon Dixon; Henrietta 

Hooper; Ian Taylor; Peter Millard; Peter Sayers; Peter Lace; Owen Davies. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

The editors of The Rendcomb Magazine are Phillip Lamphee and Philip Lyons. 
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COLLEGE OFFICERS  

 

Winter Term, 1974 

 

Senior Prefect: B. Mann 

Prefects: D. Bell; P. Lamphee; P. Rose; M. James; C. Mathias; J. Fletcher; I. Bartlett, A. Goodenough 

Public Workman: S. Bolt 

Church Ushers: C. Mathias; M. James; S. Bolt; C. Robinson; S. Baynham 

Librarians: P. Lamphee; C. Mathias; M. James; P. Lyons 

Music Librarians: C. Dendy; A. Wilson 

Bell-Ringers: M. Holloway; P. Curtis-Hayward; N. Smith; S. Hewitt; D. Yates; J. Lyons; D. Taylor; K. Winmill 

Magazine Editors: P. Lamphee; P. Lyons 

Captain of Rugby: P. Rose 

Games Committee: P. Rose; J. Stupple; M. James; R. Weston; S. Wormleighton 

Captain of Squash: P. Rose 

Girlsô Netball Captain: S. Blyth 

 

 

 

Spring Term, 1975 

 

Senior Prefect: P. Rose 

Prefects: P. Lamphee; M. James; C. Mathias; J. Fletcher; N. Crowe; A. Medhurst; I Bartlett; A. Goodenough 

Public Workman: R. Weston 

Church Ushers: C. Mathias; M. James; S. Bolt; C. Robinson; S. Baynham 

Librarians: P. Lamphee; C. Mathias; M. James; P. Lyons; R. Barrett; A. Rickards 

Music Librarians: C. Dendy; A. Wilson 

Bell-Ringers: M. Holloway; P. Curtis-Hayward; N. Smith; S. Hewitt; D. Yates; J. Lyons; D. Taylor; K. Winmill 

Magazine Editors: P. Lamphee; P. Lyons 

Captain of Hockey: P. Rose 

Games Committee: P. Rose; J. Stupple; M. James; A. Medhurst; R. Weston 

Captain of Squash: P. Rose 

Girlsô Netball Captain: S. Blyth 
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MEETING OFFICERS  

 

Winter Term, 1974 

 

Chairman: J. Fletcher 

Secretary: I. Forrest 

Meeting Banker: S. Honeyball 

Shop Banker: N. Bradbury 

Boysô Banker: R. Sherratt 

Senior Shopman: P. Lace 

Junior Shopmen: I. Forrest; S. Beckett 

Entertainments Committee: S. Pendell; P. Haynes; T. Longworth; O. Davies; S. Tyler 

Paperman: G. Connelly 

Food Committee: I. Bartlett; S. Blyth; R. Evans; J. Falconer 

Amplifier Technicians: P. Lyons; R. Barrett 

Broom Warden: S. Young 

Breakages Man: J. Cooper 

Badminton/Squash Warden: M. Hamer 

T.T. Committee: S. Galtress; G. Moore 

Assistant Boysô Banker: D. Oughton 

Rules Committee: M. James; S. Bolt; J. Fletcher 

Council: C. Mathias; S. Oughton; J. Wilson; J. Dixon 

Rugby Wardens: A. Mathias; J. Sinclair; R. Caney 

O.S. Hockey Warden: S. Smith 

M.A.C.: P. Sayers; J. Fletcher 

 

 

 

Spring Term, 1975 

 

Chairman: N. Crowe 

Secretary: T. Lausch 

Meeting Banker: B. Pritchett 

Shop Banker: N. Longworth 

Boysô Banker: S. Baynham 

Senior Shopman: P. Lyons 

Junior Shopmen: O. Davies; C. Pulford 

Entertainments Committee: R. Thomson; D. Sayers; A. Moulton 

Paperman: S. Hawkins 

Food Committee: M. James; C. Mathias; I. Forrest; J. Wilson 

Amplifier Technicians: S. Hicks; T. Nicholas 

Broom Warden: N. Taylor 

Breakages Man: N. Raymont 

Badminton/Squash Warden: J. Cooper 

Junior Advocate: P. Lyons 

T.T. Committee: T. Parfit; J. Sinclair 

Assistant Boysô Banker: S. Hewitt 

Nominations Committee: N. Crowe; P. Lamphee; J. Fletcher 
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MEETING NOTES  

 

IT has been a very quiet period for the Meeting, conceivably due partly to the efficiency with which the various of-

fices have been run. 

There has, however, been some controversy over the Meeting funds, with many people fearing a cut in the Meeting 

allowance as the school tries to economise more than ever, but only a short while ago the allowance had to be raised to 

compensate for inflation, and since then inflation has been hitting us even more strongly. We do have a profit in the 

shop bank but I can foresee the necessity of ófalling backô on this useful reserve in the not too distant future. In the 

meantime it is in a newly opened deposit account, a useful (not to mention money-making) brainchild this term. 

 

N.T.C. 
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ACADEMIC SUCCESSES 

 

THE following passes were gained by members of the College at G.C.E. Advanced Level in 1974: 

M.Bauer   English; History; óOô General Paper 

R. Beckett  Botany; Zoology (M); ôOô General Paper 

D. Bell   Maths; Physics*(M); Chemistry; ôOô General Paper 

C. Bourne  Maths; Chemistry; Zoology; ôOô General Paper 

C. Brain (form VIb) French 

C. Brett   Botany; Zoology 

S. Bushell  ôOô General Paper 

M. Findlay  English; History; French; ôOô General Paper 

E. Finney  Physics; Chemistry; Zoology (D); ôOô General Paper 

W. Hall   Physics; Chemistry; Botany 

K. Harmon  Maths; Chemistry; ôOô General Paper 

S. Hennessy  English; History*; Economics and Public Affairs; ôOô General Paper 

A. Jenkins  Maths*(M); Physics; Chemistry*; ôOô General Paper 

J. Lane   Maths; Physics; Chemistry; ôOô General Paper 

B. Mann   Maths; Physics, Chemistry; ôOô General Paper 

C. Marsack  Botany; Zoology; ôOô General Paper 

C. Partridge  English; French 

D. Pearce  ôOô General Paper 

V. Penney  English; French; German; ôOô General Paper 

S. Pink   English; French; German 

N. Powell  Maths; Chemistry 

N. Roberts  English; History 

J. Scawin  Chemistry; Zoology; ôOô General Paper 

P. Smith   Physics; Chemistry (M); Zoology (D); ôOô General Paper 

S. Stanhope  English; Art; ôOô General Paper 

 

* indicates a grade óAô 

(D) indicates a distinction in the special paper 

(M) indicates a merit in the special paper 

 

Ordinary Level passes: 

M. Bauer (form VIa) German 

C. Brett (form VIa) English Language 

K. Barraclough  English Language; English Literature; History; Latin; Physics; Chemistry; Biology; French; 

   Mathematics  

R. Barrett  English Language; English Literature; History; Latin; Physics; Chemistry; Biology; French; 

   Mathematics 

S. Baynham  English Language; English Literature; History; Latin; Physics; Chemistry; French; 

   Mathematics 

A. Bell   English Language; English Literature; History; Latin; Physics; French; Mathematics 

A. Bennett  English Language; English Literature; History; Latin; Physics; Chemistry; Biology; French; 

   Mathematics 

N. Bradbury (form VIb) Classics in Translation 

J. Campbell  English Language; English Literature; History; Latin; French; Mathematics; Physics; 

   Chemistry; Biology 

N. Crowe (form VIb) Classics in Translation 

C. Dendy  English Language; English Literature; History; Latin; French; Mathematics 

J. Dixon  (form VIb) Classics in Translation 

R. Evans (form VIb) Classics in Translation 

P. Everatt  English Language; English Literature; Latin; Mathematics; Physics; Chemistry; Biology 

J. Falconer  English Language; English Literature; History; Latin; French; Mathematics; Physics; 

   Chemistry; Biology 

C. Findlay  English Language; English Literature; History 

J. Fletcher (form VIb) Classics in Translation 

J. Garvie  English Language; English Literature; History; Latin; French; Mathematics; Physics; 

   Chemistry; Biology 

P. Gready  English Language; English Literature; History; Mathematics; Physics; Chemistry; Biology 

M. Griffiths  English Language; English Literature; History; Latin; French; Mathematics; Physics; 

   Chemistry; Biology 
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B. Hall   English Language; English Literature; History; Latin; French; Mathematics; Chemistry 

S. Hicks   English Language; English Literature; History; Latin; French; Mathematics; Physics; 

   Chemistry; Biology 

R. Hudson  English Language; English Literature; History; Latin; Mathematics; Physics; Chemistry; 

   Biology 

T. Ingles   English Language; English Literature 

M. James (form VIb) Classics in Translation 

D. Knox  (form VIb) Classics in Translation 

P. Lace (form VIb)  Classics in Translation; British Government 

P. Lamphee (form VIb) Classics in Translation 

C. Ledger (form VIb) Classics in Translation; British Government 

N. Longworth  English Language; English Literature; History; Latin; French; Mathematics; Physics; 

   Chemistry; Biology 

T. Longworth  English Language; English Literature; History; Mathematics; Physics; Chemistry; Biology 

P. Lyons   English Language; English Literature; History; Latin; French; Mathematics; Physics; 

   Chemistry; Biology 

A. MacGinnis (form VIb) Classics in Translation 

S. Marston (form VIb)  Classics in Translation; British Government 

C. Mathias (form VIb)  Classics in Translation; British Government 

D. Morris  English Literature; History; Latin; French; Mathematics; Chemistry 

T. Nicholas  English Language; English Literature; History; Latin; French; Mathematics; Physics; 

   Chemistry; Biology 

S. Oughton (form VIb) Classics in Translation 

B. Pritchett (form VIb)  Classics in Translation 

S. Pendell (form VIb) Classics in Translation; British Government 

I. Read   English Language; English Literature; History; Latin; French; Mathematics; Physics; 

   Chemistry; Biology 

T. Roberts  English Language; English Literature; History; Latin; Mathematics; Physics; Chemistry; 

   Biology 

C. Robinson (form VIb)  Classics in Translation 

P. Rose (form VIb) Classics in Translation 

B. Russell  English Language; English Literature; History; Mathematics 

P. Sayers (form VIb) Classics in Translation 

R. Sherratt  English Language; English Literature; History; Latin; French; Mathematics; Physics; 

   Chemistry; Biology 

P. W. Smith   English Language; English Literature; History; Latin; Mathematics; Physics; Chemistry 

S. R. Smith   English Language; English Literature; History; Physics; Chemistry; Biology 

R. Stroud  English Language; History; Latin; French; Mathematics; Physics; Chemistry; Biology 

J. Stupple  English Language; English Literature; History; Latin; Mathematics; Physics; Chemistry;  

   Biology 

R. Thomson   English Language; English Literature; History; Latin; French; Mathematics; Physics; 

   Chemistry; Biology 

P. Walton  English Language; English Literature; History; Latin; French; Mathematics; Physics; 

   Chemistry; Biology 

R. Weston (form VIb) Classics in Translation 

A. Wilson  English Language; English Literature; History; Latin; Mathematics; Chemistry 

R. Yeats   English Language; History; Mathematics; Physics; Chemistry 

 

Annabel Goodenough has gained a place at Lady Margaret Hall, Oxford, to read zoology. 

Henrietta Hooper has gained a place at Newnham College, Cambridge, to read medicine. 

 

 

 

RENDCOMB COLLEGE AWARDS, 1975 

 

The Noel Wills Scholarship - one free place: 

David Denby Longlevens Junior School, Gloucester 

 

Seven Gloucestershire Foundation Places 
Philip Chivers  Dunalley Street Primary School, Cheltenham 

Thomas Dunwoody St. Maryôs C. of E., Tetbury 

Nigel Pitt  Picklenash County Junior School 



14 

Jonathan Pedley  Winchcombe County Junior School 

Richard Stibbard  Coberley C. of E. School 

Peter Stroud  Gotherington County Primary School 

Calum Watson  Minchinhampton Parochial School 

  

The girlsô scholarship for entry to Rendcomb in September, 1975, was awarded to Diane Crew (Sir William Rom-

neyôs, Tetbury). 

 

 

 

COLLEGE MUSIC  

 

SUNDAY SERVICE MUSIC 

Autumn Term    
13th September:   Jesu, Joy of Manôs Desiring  Bach 

22nd September:   If Ye Love Me    Tallis 

29th September:   Now Thank We All Our God  Bach 

13th October:  O, How Amiable    Vaughan Williams  

20th October:   Ave Verum Corpus   Mozart 

17th November:   Lord For Thy Tender Merciesô Sake Farrant  

8th December:  Rejoice In the Lord Always  Purcell 

 

The Advent carol service was held in Rendcomb church on Sunday evening, 1st December. 

The Christmas carol service was held in Cirencester Parish Church on Sunday, 15th December. 

 

Spring Term   
19th January:  The Shepherd's Farewell   Berlioz  

2nd February:  Sicut Cervus Desiderat   Palestrina 

9th February:   Love Of The Father   Gibbons  

2nd March:  Turn Thy Face From My Sins  Attwood  

16th March:  O Bone Jesu    Palestrina 

 

On 23rd March a special service of readings and music for Palm Sunday was held. 

 

 

THE MASS IN TIME OF WAR  

THIS work, known also as the Drum Mass, was composed by Haydn in 1796 while Austria was being ravaged in the 

Napoleonic Wars. It gives plenty of scope for singers and players, and, for the first time in a major work, the college 

choir and orchestra combined to perform it on Sunday, 10th November, in St. Peterôs Church. 

 

 

SPRING ORCHESTRAL CONCERT 

THE college orchestraôs concert was given on Sunday, 23rd March, in the gymnasium. The programme consisted of 

Gluckôs Overture Iphigenie en Aulide, Mozartôs Horn Concerto No. (in which the soloist was Andrew Medhurst), and 

the first movement of Schubertôs Unfinished Symphony. 

 

 

ORGAN RECITALS  

ON 19th January Stuart Honeyball played a Prelude and Fugue by Bach and Chorale Preludes by Brahms and 

Vaughan Williams. 

 

On 16th March Mr. Willson gave a recital of music for Passion-tide by Bach. 

 

J.W. 
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LIBRARY NOTES  

 

WE are most grateful to Mrs. K. L. James for the gift of a new edition of ñThe Ancient and Present State of Gloster-

shireò by Sir Robert Atkyns. This gift is made in memory of John James, who was school librarian from 1935-72 and 

who devoted so much time and interest to the library. 

We are also very grateful to Mr. I. Wilkinson of the Kingôs School, Canterbury, to Mrs. P. M. Sutherland and to Dr. G. 

J. Pitt for gifts to the library. 

 

D. de G.S. 
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SCHOOL PLAY: MURDER IN THE CATHEDRAL 

 

CAST in order of appearance: 

 

 Chorus of women of Canterbury: Dawn Mackonochie, Jane Wilson, Stella Joel, Alice Parshall, 

     Tessa Wolferstan, Andrea Don, Mary Harvey 

 First Priest: .. .. Paul Rose 

 Second Priest: .. .. Phillip Lamphee 

 Third Priest: .. .. Michael James 

 Messenger: .. .. Richard Evans 

 Thomas Becket: .. .. Jon Dixon 

 First Tempter: .. .. Peter Lace 

 Second Tempter: .. .. Robert Sherratt 

 Third Tempter: .. .. Nicholas Longworth 

 Fourth Tempter: .. .. Philip Lyons 

 First Knight: .. .. Robert Stroud 

 Second Knight: .. .. Roderick Thomson 

 Third Knight: .. .. Jeremy Stupple 

 Fourth Knight: .. .. John Garvie 

 Banner Bearers: .. .. William Wilkinson, Adrian White, Mark Burchell 

 

Set design and construction: .. Keith Thorne, Colin Burden 

Wardrobe: .. .. .. Alison Garvie, Anne Holt 

Stage Manager: .. .. .. Timothy Nicholas 

Lighting: .. .. .. Julian Campbell 

Stagemen: .. .. .. Stephen Hicks, Ian Read, Simon Beckett, Owen Davies, Ian Forrest, 

     Stephen Hewitt 

Make-up: .. .. .. Anne Thorne, Phillip Lamphee, Peter Millard, Victoria Penney, 

     Lilli Schnitzer, Sally Blyth, Jacqui Crowhurst, Jane Wilson, 

     Charlotte Brain, Rosemary Beckett, Anne Rickards 

Chorus of Monks: .. .. Robert Sherratt (praecantor), Peter Walton, Alisdair Wilson, Simon Buist, 

     Shane Galtress, Stephen Hawkins, Jonathan McGill, Nigel Taylor 

Players:  .. .. .. David Bell (flute), Martin Griffiths (clarinet), Adrian Bell (trumpet),  

     Andrew Medhurst (horn), Bruce Mann (timpani), 

     Stuart Honeyball (violin), Graeme Connelly (viola), John Willson (viola), 

     Annabel Goodenough (ócello), Paul Curtis Hayward (double bass) 

 

Instrumental music composed by John Willson 

 

Murder in the Cathedral is a play fraught with intense feelings and many subtle, almost indefinable ideas. Indeed, it is 

not a play of great physical action but one largely of mental action. Yet from this difficult and complex theme a com-

prehensible, unified drama of strong, flowing feeling emerged. 

From the beginning Becket seemed doomed to die: there was great mental anguish as he was tempted both by tempo-

ral tempters and the devil. Then when Becket himself was composed and serene there was the confusion of the mur-

der, with the fear of the three priests, the wailing of the Chorus and the cruelty of the knights. Ultimately the atmos-

phere was one of fulfilment and peace. The emphasis had switched from the terrible futility of the act of murder itself 

to the glory of Becketôs death; he had become an ethereal and eternal figure. Thus despite the brash levity and logical 

reasoning of the knights the audience firmly sympathised with Becket at the end. 

Jon Dixon, as Becket, dominated the play and never failed to hold the attention of the audience. Throughout he evoked 

a great feeling of dignity and wisdom; a feeling of strength and yet frailty. Courageously he stood alone, peacefully 

against the priests who were afraid and wished to save him; against the tempters; against the Chorus, who at first 

begged him to save himself and so them. His entrance always brought peace and strength; only in the temptation scene 

were his mind and will strained, and one could appreciate the inner anguish and the eventual mastery. 

The three priests, Paul Rose, Phillip Lamphee, and Michael James, provided a vivid contrast with Becket. It was obvi-

ous that they were all men of inferior understanding and weaker religious faith. Yet one was conscious of subtle differ-

ences : the third priest (Michael James) was the most philosophical, while the second priest (Phillip Lamphee) was 

perhaps more concerned for his own-interests and was certainly more aggressive. All three were afraid whilst Becket 

was fearless. 

The swaggering gait and logical worldliness of the knights provided another and indeed welcome contrast. Their case 

for murdering Becket was argued well with a confident humour. Yet, as Eliot intended, their humour was somewhat 

grim: they did not persuade the audience to condone the murder but evoked even more sympathy for the dead Becket. 

The actors clearly enjoyed these parts and played them exuberantly. 



17 

The Chorus of the women of Canterbury, composed of seven girls, sparked off the whole play, both creating and echo-

ing the distinctive atmosphere. They skilfully managed to evoke the monotony and seeming insignificance of the lives 

of ordinary people, óliving and partly livingô. But they also aroused great intensity of feeling, especially when they 

underlined the horror and barrenness of the murder. Sometimes the women all spoke together, sometimes certain lines 

were spoken individually, thus giving more force to Eliotôs marvellous images. 

Some parts of the play were especially successful. In the temptation scene Becket was lit in a halo of light and the four 

tempters came upon him from the darkness, barely infringing on the light. The first three tempters were offering him 

worldly pleasures and power; but the last tempter, the devil himself, offered him spiritual power and symbolically he 

bent right into the light. 

Throughout the play the deep sense of communion between Becket and the women of Canterbury, his people, was 

beautifully expressed and some of the playôs most moving moments came when Becket was speaking to them, bring-

ing them words of comfort, joy and peace. At the end the Chorus realised that his murder did not merely signify de-

struction and they humbly prayed for him. 

The orchestra played music composed by Mr. Willson as a prelude to acts and at moments of special intensity. This 

enhanced the playôs power and was especially effective at the murder when it suggested tumbling chaos. The proces-

sion of monks chanted convincingly and created a feeling of devotional zeal and piety. 

The scenery served well both to suggest the rather grim walls of the archbishopôs hall and the more enclosed space of 

the cathedral. The stonework effect in varying shades of blue and white looked solid and had the pleasing two-

dimensional perspective of mediaevalism. Three banners, portraying the martyrdom of St. Stephen, added to the feel-

ing that Becket could not escape death. 

Generally, the blue and yellow lights were used well: Becket was constantly pin-pointed with light and this was espe-

cially effective, as indicated earlier, in the temptation scene. When Becket was murdered the whole stage was plunged 

into darkness and then gradually lightened again so that the play ended in fittingly gentle light. 

The costumes were as various as the characters and all were very suitable. Becket had a magnificent embroidered robe 

of red and gold, together with a bejewelled mitre, which contrasted with the plain garments of the priests. The ragged, 

subdued clothes of the Chorus were particularly suitable, as was the bright red outfit of the first tempter, who offered 

Becket mirth. The devil looked right in a black costume with a scarlet border. Make-up was also successful, especially 

that of the white, suffering Becket and the sinister knights with their black moustachios. 

This review has been a rather serious one but then the play itself is extremely profound. Most important, one felt that 

the actors and everyone else concerned in producing the play enjoyed it as much as the audience did. 

 

A.G., S.M. 
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JUNIOR PLAY: TOAD OF TOAD HALL 

 

     CAST 

 

  Toad: .. .. .. .. J. R. Purkiss 

  Badger: .. .. .. .. C. I. Burkham 

  Rat: .. .. .. .. J. S. Portch 

  Mole: .. .. .. .. M. F. Cragoe 

  Front End of Alfred: .. .. D. Taylor 

  Back End of Alfred: .. .. K. P. Winmill 

  Chief Weasel: .. .. .. D. R. Strong 

  Chief Ferret: .. .. .. S. J. Howell 

  Chief Stoat: .. .. .. S. P. W. Lorenzen 

  1st Fieldmouse: .. .. .. R. G. Pitt 

  2nd Fieldmouse: .. .. .. M. T. Burchell 

  3rd Fieldmouse: .. .. .. T. Evans 

  4th Fieldmouse: .. .. .. P. M. Uglow 

  Judge: .. .. .. .. M. H. Raven 

  Usher: .. .. .. .. R. I. C. Tudor 

  Policeman: .. .. .. D. Ind 

  Turkey: .. .. .. .. M. J. Weaver 

  Duck: .. .. .. .. M. A. R. Webb 

  Rabbits:  .. .. .. D. J. Gassor, R. E. M. Webb, R. G. Hazell,  

       A. J. Harris, T. G. Wilson 

 

  Squirrels: .. .. .. A. H. M. Simmins, W. S. Wilkinson, 

       S. N. Lovett, A. C. Graham-Munro 

  Weasels: .. .. .. A. D. Sergison, S. E. Trigger, R. Pledge, 

       N. F. Marlow, J. D. Henniker-Gotley 

  Ferrets: .. .. .. .. N. M. Blencowe, S. T. Paris, A. R. Pitt, 

       C. H. K. Waddell, M. J. Curtis-Hayward 

  Stoats: .. .. .. .. C. A. J. Dick, T. M. Paton, 

       A.S. White, J. D. Wilson 

  The Brave Stoat: .. .. .. M. A. Reid 

  Choir: .. .. .. .. R. G. Pitt, M. T. Burchell, T. Evans, P. M. Uglow,  

       M. J. Guppy, M. D. C. Harris, A. M. Grainger, 

       T. F. Etherington, J. Duncumb, B. J. Hatchwell, 

       N. Miles, F. M. Wilcox, R. A. Funnell, S. C. M. Elliott 

       (Trebles and Altos) 

       A. J. McGill, J. Bull, K. N. G. Nunan, M. A. Twinning 

       (Tenors) 

  Overture: .. .. .. D. C. Dendy 

  Director: .. .. .. Derek J. Bell 

  Stage Directors and Stage Managers: S. Hicks and T. Nicholas 

  Set Designer: .. .. .. D. J. Bell 

  Set Construction Supervisor: .. C. Burden 

  Production Secretary: .. .. J. R. Steed 

  A.S.M.ôs and Stage Crew: .. .. J. Stupple, S. Hewitt, Jane Wilson, O. Davies 

       I. Forrest, J. Ferguson, J. Watson, S. Smith, 

       J. Sinclair 

  Lights: .. .. .. .. J. Campbell and I. Read 

  Art Supervisor: .. .. .. K. Thorne 

  Make-up Crew: .. .. .. A. Thorne, P. Lamphee, C. Brain, J. Wilson, 

       P. Millard 

  Wardrobe: .. .. .. C. Ledger, D. Mackonochie, C. Robinson, 

       L. Brain, A. Parshall 

  Properties: .. .. .. J. Archer, M. Middlemist, J. Marson, D. Sayers 

  Prompter: .. .. .. R. A. Edwards 

  Accompanist: .. .. .. D. C. Dendy 

  Violin: .. .. .. .. S. Honeyball 

  Programme Cover Design: .. J. Dixon 

  Costumes hired from: .. .. Dauphine Stage Hire, Bristol 
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