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EDITORIAL  

 

AT this season of high post - G.C.E. summer (at the moment accompanied by the churlish obstinacy of cold and rain) 

it is always a strong and strange relief, for both pupil and teacher, to turn from the esoteric nuances of Eliot, Virginia 

Woolf or intricate laboratory observation to necessary but intellectually undemanding tasks - cleaning a carôs grime or 

a babyôs bottom or attacking a weed-infested border. The two worlds seem entirely separate, contrasted; yet both are 

grounded in the same eternal realities, the same search for order and meaning, the same basic images of seed and sea-

son and human love, which the most lasting and moving moments in all art, even the most subtle and obscure, em-

brace. Such realities and images often appear hackneyed but, as Lord Goodman emphasised on Founderôs Day in an 

admirable and apparently unrehearsed address, they crystallise the things which matter, the things to which we should 

aspire and return; education does not end when the G.C.E. peak has been scaled or the university degree been cap-

tured. 

 

One is sometimes tempted to think that present-day educational óreformersô are bent on eliminating intellectual subtle-

ties, strivings and difficulties from our world. Many teachers must be in despair at the doctrine of óchange for changeôs 

sakeô which has apparently underlined many recent educational trends, generally blessed with the purest of motives - 

the good of the children. The Schools Council may well eventually push through its proposal to replace óAô levels with 

a new system of óNô and óFô levels where a sixth former takes four or five subjects instead of the present three, aiming 

for breadth at the expense of depth. This much publicised scheme is opposed by many school and university teachers 

and, judging from a recent national survey, by numerous pupils themselves (on whom even more examination pressure 

might well fall); but one gains the impression of the Schools Council as yet another body which needs to justify its 

existence by urging novelty in one form or another. 

 

Similarly, it has just been announced that the gradings at - óOô level will now be based not on a 5 or 6 point pass sys-

tem but on a system which allots 3 grades (A, B, C) to the present pass standard and 2 grades (D, E) to a standard be-

low that; in other words any distinction between óOô level and C.S.E. is becoming increasingly blurred, as is the whole 

pass / fail concept itself. It must surely be better for the individual to realise as soon as possible that life consists of 

failures and frustrations, problems and disappointments, as well as joys and successes, of rough as well as smooth, that 

worthwhile goals are not achieved without effort and self-discipline. 

 

We welcome all readers - the July departed, the September arrivals, óthose returningô, and the rest - to the latest edition 

of The Rendcomb Magazine. 
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MISCELLANEA  

 

AT the end of the Summer Term we said goodbye to Eirwen Morgan, who has been responsible for the school cater-

ing for over five years. In that time she has been a very reliable producer of numerous packed lunches, snacks for thea-

tre and other parties, late meals for sports teams and so on; she worked to all hours and to a high standard whenever a 

major school function took place. All of us are grateful for her unstinting efforts. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

We also said farewell to Mr. Arnold Prins, who taught French to middle school forms here for one year; we thank him 

for his work and his friendship. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

We wish future good luck to both the above and also to the following leavers: Crispin Partridge; Jonathan Whiteside; 

Derek Wiggall; Maxine Bauer; Ruth Beckett; Clare Bourne; Caroline Brett; Stephen Bushell; Michael Findlay; Elaine 

Finney; William Hall; Kathleen Harmon; Teta Hennessy; Jonathan Lane; Christine Marsack; Donald Pearce; Sarah 

Pink; Nigel Powell; Nicholas Roberts; Jonathan Scawin; Philip Smith; Susan Stanhope; Timothy Stroud; Michael 

Denley; Cameron Findlay; Philip Gready; David Morris; Bryan Russell; Paul Smith; Simon Brandenburger. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

The further limited expansion of the school is indicated by the fact that we begin next term with about 230 pupils, as 

against a maximum in the 1973-74 academic year of 214. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

The school photograph (in glorious technicolour for the first time) was taken on Saturday, 18th May. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

Next term the half-term holiday will last from 26th October to 3rd November. This unusually long holiday is designed 

to help adjust the dates of the terms generally and will probably operate for one year only. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

Founderôs Day was held this term on Saturday, 22nd June, and was followed by a college exeat. The visiting speaker 

this year was Lord Goodman, C.H., and his stimulating address is recorded later in this issue. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

A form I parent/teacher meeting was held on the evening of 28th May. Similar meetings are now held regularly 

throughout the school year for all forms. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

A fete in aid of the rehanging of Rendcomb Church bells, which are among the oldest in the county, was held in the 

college and college grounds on Saturday, 29th June. A net sum of about £600 was raised and added to private dona-

tions. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

From Friday, 26th April, several boys attended the G.S.C.A. 3-day cricket coaching course at Cowley Manor, near 

Cheltenham. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

On Sunday, 28th April, the third forms visited the Swindon Railway Museum. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

There was a Literary Society meeting on Wednesday, 1st May, when Mr. Ian Bishop, lecturer in English at Bristol 
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University, gave a talk entitled óChaucer and Two Kinds of Lovingô. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

Form I visited Chedworth Roman Villa on Friday, 31st May - another reminder of the cultural and historic richness in 

this part of the world. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

The college cricket team have now extended their unbeaten record to 24 matches and have received several honour-

able mentions in the national press this summer. This success has been recognised by the county: Donald Pearce and 

Simon Wormleighton have been selected for the Gloucestershire Schools side for several matches, while Jonathan 

Whiteside may be selected later after further trials. Congratulations to all! 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

The sixth form dance was held in the gym on Friday, 5th July, and was a big success. Fourteen girls from Westonbirt 

came over for the occasion and the evening also saw the farewell appearance of the college group, The Great White 

Hope. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

Form VIb girls visited Berkeley Castle on Sunday, 2nd June. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

Several members of the school visited Clifton Gorge and Bristol Zoo on Sunday, 9th June. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

On Tuesday, 11th June, 6th form English specialists attended a performance of an abridged King Lear at Stratford. On 

Friday, 28th June, a larger 6th form party also went to Stratford for the R.S.C. production of Cymbeline. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

Preachers this term have included Canon J. P. Newell, Headmaster of The Kingôs School, Canterbury; Canon R. E. 

Hill, Vicar of Cirencester; Dr. Cicely Saunders, O.B.E.; Brother Michael, C.G.A. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

A party of Junior House boys visited Hatherop Castle Girlsô School during the term for a swimming barbecue. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

Two debates, one a junior one, were held this term. At the senior debate two fourth formers spoke as preparation for 

an intended debate with Hatherop next term. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

On Thursday 4th July, Mrs. Holdaway gave a talk with slides on óAnnecyô; a number of boys from the college are 

taking part in an exchange visit scheme to Annecy (France) during the summer holidays. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

The storeroom of the chemistry laboratory was damaged by fire during the term. The fire was noticed at 5.45 a.m. and 

the prompt arrival of a fire engine prevented a serious situation from becoming more serious, despite a number of fur-

ther small explosions. The Daily Mirror hailed the event with the headline ñAtom Scare at Public Schoolò. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

On Sunday 12th May, a party of fourth form geographers visited Dorset to study coastal features at Lulworth and 

Studland. 
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A party of fifth formers visited the Royal Show at Stoneleigh on 4th July. On the following day a smaller fifth form 

group visited Heathrow Airport and were given a conducted tour of the telecommunications department. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

Members of the third form went camping locally on two week-ends this term. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

Another post - óOô level outing for some fifth formers was to Ludlow for a festival production of Shakespeareôs 

Othello. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

VIb biologists visited the Wye Valley and the Forest of Dean on Sunday, 16th June. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

An end of term whist drive was again organised by Mr. White and was enjoyed by all participants. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

Photographs for this issue were taken by Peter Lace and Owen Davies. The drawings are by Henrietta Hooper, Peter 

Millard, Jonathan Dixon, Stephen Bushell, Stephen Hicks, and Philip Faulks. Many thanks to all of them. 

 

 

 

COLLEGE OFFICERS  

 

Summer Term, 1974 

Senior Prefect: D. M. Wiggall 

Prefects: J. D. Whiteside; C. Partridge; M. T. K. Findlay; J. C. Lane; B. Mann; R. Beckett; E. Finney; S. Hennessy 

Public Workman: N. T. Crowe 

Church Ushers: C. Mathias; M. James; S. Reason; C. Robinson 

Librarians: C. Partridge; P. J. Lamphee; M. T. K. Findlay; N. Roberts; C. Mathias; M. James; P. Lyons 

Music Librarians: C. Dendy; A. Wilson 

Bell-Ringers: D. Pearce (Tower Captain); J. Holloway; P. Curtis-Hayward; C. Bourne; K. Harmon; C. Hart; M. Hamer 

Magazine Editors: M. T. K. Findlay; P. Lamphee 

Captain of Cricket: D. M. Wiggall 

Games Committee: J. D. Whiteside; P. Rose; S. Wormleighton Captain of Tennis: D. Pearce 

Girlsô Tennis Captain: C. Brett 

 

 

 

MEETING NOTES  

 

A number of constitutional matters were discussed this term and, despite the crisis of a threatened resignation, a good 

deal of business, though mostly of a minor nature, was covered. 

 

P.J.L. 
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SCHOOL CONCERT 

 

Choir  

Orchestra 

(*) Members of the college staff and music staff. (À) Guest players. 

 

ñAPT for Viols or Voicesò was the catch-phrase which subtitled much of our Tudor music; and this was the bon-mot 

that struck me in the gymnasium on Sunday May 19th, when, in concert with a handful of college staff and a few 

guests, under the baton of John Willson, the college went into its spring making of music. It was a real workshop at-

mosphere, in which it seemed quite normal to see these people relinquish a ócello to sing soprano, or, having finished 

singing a tenor score, to pick up a flute for the Haydn symphony. 

What other educational establishment in this county, unaided, would have tackled this mature symphony of Haydn 

(No. 104 in D)? True, some absence of unison in the parts showed up in the slow opening bars; but the electric attack 

of the First Subject made up for this, to be contrasted with a daintiness in the Second Subject. And if the brass section 

was, at times, too exuberant for the small hall, the strings were able to show how well they could blend themselves, 

and the careful dynamics and staccato work of the woodwind were nicely precise. 

The conductor made the most of his orchestra in the second movement, obtaining a sense of hushed expectation and 

mystery before returning to the opening theme. A carefully built up crescendo gave the lead to the singing of the fid-

dles in the final bars. 

At first one felt that the minuet was paced too slowly until one realised that this was the only way to provide a clear 

run for the hard pressed violins in the trio. Haydn came into his own, with the drones of the last movement supporting 

his folk dance; the tricky development was well worked out by the woodwind and the whole orchestra brought us to a 

vehement and breathless conclusion. 

Bach had preceded this, with the Cantata óGod the Lord is Sun and Shieldô, which was sung in German. The choir 

Trebles: Julian Bull, Matthew Cragoe, Michael Curtis-Hayward, Andrew Grainger, Stephen Hawkins, 

Stephen Hewitt, Nigel Hall, Simon Howell, Siegfried Lorenzen, Nicholas Marlow, Roy Edwards, 

David Marshall, Alan Masters, Ian Pengelly, Richard Pitt, Edric Radford, Michael Twinning, 

Julian Walters, Hamish Wilson, Keith Winmill, Ruth Beckett, Andrea Don, Victoria Penney, 

Deborah Yates. 

Altos: Simon Buist, Shane Galtress, Jonathan McGill, Robin Swaine, Nigel Taylor, Annabel Goode-

nough. 

Tenors:  David Bell, David Brennan, Julian Campbell, Christopher Dendy, Brendan Hall, Kevin Nunan, 

Andrew Medhurst, Philip Smith, Peter Walton, Simon Wormleighton. 

Basses:  Robert Barrett, Simon Brandenburger, Jonathan Dixon, Jonathan Fletcher, Martin Griffiths, 

Stephen Hicks, Peter Millard, Paul Rose, Robert Sherratt, Alisdair Wilson. 

Violins:  Barbara Lucy (*), Derek Bell (*), Jonathan Whiteside, Stuart Honeyball, Alisdair Wilson, Ian 

Pengelly, Philip Evans, Michael Twinning, Michael Curtis-Hayward. 

Violas: Winsome Whittingham (À), Graeme Connelly. 

Cellos: Penelope Foster (À), Annabel Goodenough, Hamish Wilson. 

Bass: Paul Curtis-Hayward. 

Flutes: Jonathan Lane, Clare Bourne, David Bell, Kevin Nunan, Nigel Hall. 

Oboe: Christopher Dendy. 

Clarinets: Bob Roberts (*), Jonathan Scawin, Martin Griffiths, Paul Maguire, Nicholas Smith. 

Bassoon: Mark Sanders (À). 

Horn:  Andrew Medhurst. 

Trumpets: Adrian Bell, Jeremy Ferguson, Christopher Troughton, Andrew Jordan, Martin Hamer, James 

Terry, Joseph Watson. 

Trombones: Tony Sheppard (*), Simon Baynham. 

Timpani:  Bruce Mann.  

Piano and Spinet:  Roma Foster (*). 
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knew their work well, coming in with a firm and confident entry. They had been led in by a lengthy and involved in-

troduction in which the trumpets and the strings alternately took command. One admired the clarity of the choirôs dic-

tion as much as the vocal agility of the youthful basses. In the óNun Danketô the timpani had a field day, enjoyed by 

the capable Bruce Mann. In the alto solo, Jonathan McGill produced some rich low tones, though he seemed unwilling 

to lift his head to display them to the full. The difficult and spiky duet was gallantly tackled by Barrie Thompson, re-

serving his voice to blend with Patricia Manifold. 

Finally came Vaughan Williams with his exhilarating óO be Joyfulô. This calls for more strength of voice than was 

available; and the power of the brass was rather too much for the basses. The choir came into its own, however, in the 

cross rhythms and with admirable effect in the unaccompanied passages. Any fool can sing loudly; but this choir knew 

how to control the voice and grey their tone, and they gave us some lovely slow crescendoes. There came a firm 

steady unison in the óO Go Your Wayô section, where the tenors were in particularly good voice. Before the final Dox-

ology the power of Vaughan Williams united with his lyricism and the choir, sure and determined, came out relent-

lessly over the singing triplets of the strings. 

This was an evening to be remembered indeed by all who took part and all who heard. 

 

E.S. 

 

 

SERVICE MUSIC  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A section of the orchestra accompanied the óHallelujah Chorusô on 28th April, and Stuart Honeyball was organist on 

16th June. 

J.W. 

 

 

 

CAREERS 

 

DURING the Easter holidays the following boys attended careers courses: 

 R. B. Barrett and R. D. Hudson: Chartered Accountantsô Society, Birmingham. 

 M. R. James : Metropolitan Police Force, London 

 B. R. Mann: George Wimpey 

 R. P. Sherratt: The Electricity Council 

 

To give some idea of the nature of these courses, an account of the course attended by R, P. Sherratt is given below. 

 

 

 

THE ELECTRICITY COUNCIL  

 

ALTHOUGH this particular course lasted for only four days, at the end of that time I felt that I had a thorough insight 

into the management, distribution, generation and utilisation of electrical power. 

The Electricity Council is the central policy-making body of the supply industry, and it is responsible for óadvisingô 

the Minister of Power. Responsible for generation and main transmission of electricity is the Central Electricity Gen-

erating Board and the familiar area boards are responsible for distribution and sales of electricity to consumers. 

One day of the course was devoted entirely to visiting the immense Kingsnorth power-station which generates two 

thousand million watts of power. Another day included a visit to the Kingston district of the South Eastern Electricity 

Board where, together with three very enlightening lectures on the work and machinery involved in the district, there 

were visits to department offices and a primary sub-station, where a switch assembly had been laboriously dismantled 

28th April:  Easter Carol Service 

12th May:  óThe Strife is Oôerô (Henry Ley) 

19th May:  óThou Visitest the Earthô (Maurice Greene)  

2nd June:  óIf Ye Love Meô (Thomas Tallis) 

9th June: Te Deum in B flat (C. V. Stanford) 

Hymn to the Trinity (P. Tchaikovsky)  

16th June:  óLaudate Nomen Dominiô (C. Tye) 

30th June: óO How Amiableô (R. Vaughan Williams) 
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for a demonstration of how it worked. After an excellent steak meal at the Mitre Hotel, Hampton Court, there was an 

intriguing demonstration of modern equipment and fault-finding equipment. 

This course was fully residential; accommodation was provided at Horsley Towers training establishment, near Guild-

ford in Surrey; and entertainments provided included darts, table tennis, snooker, and television. The rail fare to and 

from Horsley was provided by the Electricity Council, and meals on the course were excellent: four meals a day with 

tea or coffee breaks mid-morning and afternoon. 

The remaining two days of the course were devoted to lectures, the subjects including careers in the supply industry 

and generation, distribution and utilisation of electrical energy, and after each, ample time was given for any questions 

inspired by the lectures. 

Due to the fact that there were several post-experience courses running simultaneously with this course, there was the 

opportunity provided for asking employees of the industry about their jobs, and these informal talks proved very valu-

able. 

 

R.P.S. 

 

 

 

GERMAN COURSE: EASTER, 1974 

 

WE had been looking forward to our visit for some time when we set off a week after the end of the Easter term. We 

were staying in two different towns, fifty miles apart, and both in northern Germany. Osnabruck, where Sarah was 

going, was originally a small fortified town, much of which still remains, with a new town growing up outside the old 

walls. Beyond this was the Teutenburgerwald, which stretched for miles and which Sarah was able to see on one of the 

numerous organised excursions. Oldenburg was at the edge of the very flat north German plain, and on the journey 

there we saw a great many dykes and canals. 

After a few days of settling in with our German host families, both groups went on a Stadtrundfahrt, which was ex-

tremely interesting and showed us various aspects of the towns, the Rathaus, the local radio stations, a disused bread 

mill where the famous Osnabruck Pumpernickel black rye bread was once made, while Sarah also saw a chamber 

where witches were tied, branded, lowered through the floor to the river below and drowned. 

We found the German way of life was distinctly different from our own. German children go to school in the morning 

only, starting at 7.45, and finishing at 1.00. The afternoon is spent doing homework. In Oldenburg, where it was very 

flat, nearly everyone rode bicycles or ómofasô to beat the traffic problem, but this in turn provided a constant headache 

for motorists. The buses seemed very expensive to us with our low rate of exchange. 

During the three weeks, we found plenty to do and see. Sarah went as a Marteser to a karate session lasting eight 

hours. Tory went round a revolutionary rubbish disposal plant, and the offices of the Nordwestzeitung. In the evenings 

there was also plenty to do in both towns and both of us were taken to the theatre where Sarah saw Chekovôs óThe 

Cherry Orchardô, and Tory an operetta óDie Grafin Marizaô. 

We found a German Easter fun, and both had to help dye boiled eggs for the little children in our families, and then 

hide them in nests in the garden where they were supposed to have been laid by the Osterhase, or Easter hare. Tory 

went to an Easter ball where everyone danced waltzes, rumbas and tangos till 2.00 in the morning. 

Meanwhile we went to lectures every morning in the local gymnasium which were part of the actual course. After the 

first few days we got more used to the idea of speaking German all the time and in school had group discussions on 

German politics, television, customs, temperament and essential differences between England and Germany. 

All in all, both of us were very sorry to leave when the three weeks were up. In Oldenburg the English students organ-

ised a farewell party for all the friends they had made, and both of us received invitations to return. As on our journey 

there, we travelled different ways back - Sarah went through Holland and went on a six-hour ferry from the Hook, 

while Toryôs boat from Bremerhaven to Harwich took fifteen hours. 

 

S.E.P.; V.A.P. 

 

 

 

DEBATING SOCIETY  

 

THE only senior debate of term was held in the library on 3oth June. The motion was: óThis House abhors the contem-

porary dissipation of discipline in schoolsô. Despite the outward appeal of such a motion, attendance was poor al-

though the floor raised some useful points. 

Proposing the motion were Henrietta Hooper, Phillip Lamphee, and Simon Fear. Phillip Lamphee pointed out that ñthe 

Jews did not get to the promised land until Hitler introduced disciplineò, which aroused copious laughter. 

Opposing the motion were Debbie Yates, Paul Rose, and Paul Curtis-Hayward. Paul Rose frivolously remarked that 

ñrules were really only there to be broken anywayò while Paul Curtis-Hayward stated that ñmen didnôt know what to 

do or when to do itò. 
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However, the general conclusion reached by both sides was that more self-discipline should be exercised and the floor 

largely agreed with this. The motion, needless to say, was defeated by 8 votes to 5 with 6 abstentions. 

 

M.R.J. 

 

 

 

CLIMBING NOTES  

 

FOR the first time in five years we encountered perfect weather and conditions at Easter in Glencoe. Mid-summer 

temperatures by day gave way to good frosts above 2,500 feet by night and enabled six boys to undergo more thor-

ough technical training on snow and ice than has been possible before. Several classic winter and general routes were 

completed, notably North Central Gully on Stob Coire Nan Lochan and the Aonach Eagach Ridge. A short cine film 

was made of the traverse of the latter. 

More fine weather during the term has resulted in a sharp rise in rock climbing standards, and a number of óHard Se-

vereô to óVery Severeô routes have been climbed by Rendcomb parties for the first time. 

 

J.W. 

 

 

 

GARDENING NOTES 

 

THE display of indoor bulbs, mainly óCarltonô daffodils and hyacinths, were in full bloom early in February and lasted 

for a month. By this time the first Spring bulbs were in flower; these were particularly fine and long-lasting this year 

and, with a colourful background from the flowering cherries and almonds, made the grounds very attractive in April 

and May. 

The urns were planted with a variety of geraniums, lobelia and French marigolds; for the library beds we used petu-

nias, silver cinerarias, asters and antirrhinums. Despite the lack of rain and the drying winds, these promise to be very 

colourful later in the summer. 

The roses appear to have benefited from only moderate pruning this year and the climbers have been prolific and al-

most disease-free. A number of new H.T. roses have been planted, including Super Star, Mojave, My Choice, Alexan-

dra, and Betina. We also renewed the trellis wires on the terrace - a job which has needed to be done for the past ten 

years. 

The grounds have again looked colourful and well-cared for and I am most grateful to the gardening groups for their 

interest, hard work and high standards during the year. 

 

Tuesdays : C. Mathias, Gready, Everatt, Baynham, Lausch. 

Wednesdays : C. Mathias, Fletcher, Sherratt, I. Read, Boothman, Cooper, Davies, Hamer. 

 

W.J.D.W. 

 

 

 

PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY REPORT  

 

THE number of members has increased to eighteen, and next term we hope to include girls in the society. The number 

of prints made has tripled and due to the purchase of a new glazing sheet the quality is much improved. 

We regret the departure of Philip Smith, secretary for the last two terms, under whose guidance the society has flour-

ished. 

 

P.L. 

 

 

 

BRIDGE CLUB  

 

THERE were two meetings this term: at each of these we had only two tables, but this provided a good opportunity for 

the less experienced players to improve their game. 

With the increased numbers in the sixth form, I hope there will be more support for the club next term. 

 

W.J.D.W. 
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FOUNDER'S DAY, 1974 

 

Headmasterôs Speech 

Mr. Chairman, My Lords, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

May I first welcome on your behalf our distinguished Speaker, Lord Goodman. 

And secondly, a warm welcome to all parents. We value your support and co-operation. Not so long ago, anything 

more than a termly parental visit at most public schools would have been severely frowned on, and even now it is 

sometimes forgotten that parents are the senior partners in our joint enterprise. Here we have always welcomed contact 

between parents and the school, and the cordial relations that exist between us are a great encouragement. 

I calculate that with exeats, half terms, concerts, plays and so on, most parents drive up to our doors between 25 and 

30 times a year. It is all part of the increased openness and naturalness of boarding school education in general, and of 

Rendcomb in particular. Because it is one of the many advantages of being firmly rooted in Gloucestershire and draw-

ing much of our support from within the county. 

Since I last spoke to you, the county boundaries have been redrawn, and although I welcome our new catchment area 

for Foundationers from the Forest of Dean and the City of Gloucester, I naturally regret losing the contact with south 

Gloucestershire. I very much hope that we may be able to establish as friendly relations with Avon as we have always 

had with the Gloucestershire Education Authority. 

Anybody approaching Rendcomb for the first time cannot fail to be impressed by this building. You may feel a bit 

overwhelmed by the architecture, but you have to agree that above all it expresses stability and confidence. 

Two world wars and the dismantling of an empire have destroyed this enormous Victorian assurance but we are privi-

leged to teach and learn in surroundings of such quality and permanence. 

The motto of Sir Francis Goldsmid, who built Rendcomb Mansion in 1865, was óConcordia et Sedulitateô- by har-

mony and diligence. We see these words every day, as they are written in the stained glass window on the main stair-

case. I believe that we do live in a harmonious and hard working community, and that in preserving some of the best 

of the Victorian tradition we are also fulfilling the intention of Noel Wills, who made this school possible and whose 

memory we honour today. 

Now to 1973, a year in which the pressures against the public schools have increased sharply. 

Political measures at present are aimed at raising the cost of operating an independent school, and this at a time when 

inflation is running at a record level. As you know, one consequence for us has been the postponement of our building 

projects - a regrettable necessity - and an increase in fees which, although sizeable, is unlikely to be sufficient to cover 

our costs. 

In spite of this I am glad to say that there is a strong and increasing demand for places here. I think the reason is sim-

ple. With all the doubts and uncertainties about other investments, parents are determined - at some personal sacrifice 

if necessary - to buy something of lasting value for their children. 

Fortunately, Park House was completed before these problems accelerated. During the past year it has proved an ex-

ceptionally pleasant and congenial place for VIth formers to live and work in. 

Our first generation of girls have nearly completed their two years here and are about to become Old Rendcombians. I 

do not expect in future to make particular mention of the girls as they have become completely integrated into the 

school, but it is worth recording that this decision of the governors to admit girls must have been the most radical 

change at Rendcomb since the schoolôs foundation. Radical - and yet what could be more natural and more in keeping 

with the schoolôs pioneering and forward-looking spirit? The complete segregation of boys and girls nowadays is not 

likely to promote education in the truest sense, and a school must help to produce not only good scholars, but good 

citizens, good husbands and wives. 

óOô and óAô levels fluctuate like the harvest. Last year, although we doubled our number of óAô grades, the A levels 

were still a little below the heavy crop we hoped for, but the O levels matured exceptionally well, and show great 

promise for next year. 

I always remind those who have gained their O levels that the most important educational process is about to begin. 

They have acquired over a number of years not only a considerable quantity of knowledge, but a habit of steady appli-

cation. Now in the VIth Form, studying only subjects of their own choice, the discipline must be largely self-

generated. It is at this point that the qualities of character are most vital. If there is a lack of tenacity and fibre, then 

opportunities can certainly be wasted. But if a boy or a girl has real determination then the chances for him or her are 

excellent. 

When speaking about the other activities that go on after school hours it is hard to know where to begin. 

How to convey for instance, the keenness and quality of our rugger, hockey, and cricket teams at all levels of the 

school and not just at the top. All we can show you today is a brief glimpse of the gymnastics which have started en-

thusiastically this year in the lower part of the school, and next week at the fete the judo which continues to be very 

popular. 

But pride of place this year, as last, must go to our cricket XI which, as you will know if you have been reading your 

Times or Daily Telegraph, has now remained unbeaten for 20 matches extending over two seasons - a fine record - 

though a record nearly equalled, I must add, by the girlsô netball team which has for two years polished off its oppo-

nents with relentless energy and flair. 

I hope that most people here saw one or both of our dramatic productions last year so I donôt need to speak of their 

quality and entertainment value, which seemed to me quite exceptional. 
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