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EDITORIAL  
 

WHAT has the casual Rendcombian newspaper reader encountered in recent months? In France a woman puts a pistol 

to her husbandôs head and pulls the trigger because he persistently preferred watching the world cup to discussing the 

familyôs summer holiday (if she was this impetuous who can blame him?), while a Devon woman systematically 

hacked up a colour t.v. set for similar reasons. Astonishing frenzy over the world cup off the field and gamesmanship 

and brutality on it, while more farcically we have had the young English girl excluded from her local junior football 

team and winning a court case via the sex discrimination act. Sport really has confirmed itself as the new opiate of the 
people. On the borders of Rhodesia (a country that, along with South Africa, appears to obsess the media) a number of 

Christian teachers and missionaries, dedicated to peace and the education of the African, are butchered in the name of 

ófreedomô. And, as ever, we have the backcloth of the more moronic and cynical aspects of advertising, pop music, 

and the gossip column. 

In such an incredible, confused universe, with the media eager to deliver us such a farrago of information, there is a 

greater need than ever for a steady sense of proportion and values, a clear impression of right and wrong - there will be 

plenty of clamorous commentators these days ready to blur the lines with plausible (and usually self-interested) soph-

istry. Think of Joseph Conradôs Donkin, and of Singleton: óHe steered with careô. Think, too, of our founder Noel 

Wills, whose ideals ósteeredô the school onto a course which we would like to think Rendcomb has never fundamen-

tally lost sight of even in the furore of recent social and economic changes. Aptly, therefore, it was on Founderôs Day 

that the guest speaker referred to people who have the vision, sensitivity, intelligence, and self-knowledge to recognise 

those rare golden moments in their lives - ótides in the affairs of menô - crucial moments (again Conradôs stories come 

to mind) where our entire moral and physical quality, initiative, and will are dramatically tested to the point where, 

whatever path we choose, we can never be the same again. The more ridiculous or unbelievable the mediaôs news the 

more we seem to be thrown back on the óoverwhelming questionô of our own values and purpose. 

All this may not be wholly divorced from consideration of the great Oxbridge successes achieved by the college this 

year, for these surely reflect the broader motivation, teaching standards, and working conditions at Rendcomb. Cynics 
might claim that the successes also reflect a highly selective entry system but this would be a gross distortion of the 

current pattern. An Oxbridge award is still, even in these days of fuzzy aims and standards, the most glittering prize 

for any sixth former and we can be proud of the four awards and the places achieved. A school community need not be 

ossified to have a healthy respect for long-tried traditional values. Further, we are well aware that entry into other uni-

versities, particularly in certain faculties, is often far from easy, that not all pupils are suited to university life, and that 

at Rendcomb we have always taken at least as much pleasure in the modest but merited attainments of the less gifted 

as in the scaling of Oxbridge pinnacles. One might add a fourth point, that we surely recognise that a Rendcomb leaver 

should be endowed with the elements of personal responsibility and courtesy as well as a batch of academic qualifica-

tions; if he has the latter but not the former then he or the school or both have failed in some way. 

Finally, from the skein of term and year one might select a handful of memories and thoughts: the Red Arrows display 

in the Churn valley, a lavish spectacle for aesthetes and scientists alike; the huge metallic spiderôs web of the new 

sports hall glimpsed as we departed for the summer holidays; the apparently successful attempt by the college meet-

ing, going back to the drawing board, to build itself a fresh rationale; the continued burgeoning of the richly rewarding 

community service work. 

Apologies must be craved for the somewhat rambling nature of this editorial; but then the form of school life itself 

rarely seems neat and tidy. More digestible, let us hope, will be the ensuing contents of The Rendcomb Magazine, to 

which this particular editor cordially welcomes readers for the last time. 
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MISCELLANEA  

 
SADLY we bade farewell this term to the following: the Rev. W. K. A. Hussey, the college chaplain and teacher of 

divinity, history, and English; Mr. B. J. Hembry, head of physical education and teacher of biology; and Miss Beeston, 

the matron. We hope to see them all again and wish them good fortune and happiness in the future. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 
On April 30th Mr. Burden took his fifth form geography set on a field excursion to Lulworth Cove in Dorset. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

Christopher Dendy, O.R., who as many will remember won a cup in the Cheltenham competitive music festival for his 

piano-playing, returned on April 30th to give a recital ranging from Mozart and Liszt to Scott Joplin. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

May 3rd saw Mr. Price giving a fascinating and informative lecture about the church in situ. It is amazing how much 

there is to know about this building which most of us see every day. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

A collection was made for the work of the Red Cross on May 5th which raised over ten pounds. 

 

*  *  *  *  
 

The school photograph was taken on the same day but unfortunately it was a very dull day and so the result was 

slightly less distinguished than in previous years. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

On May 11th the area careers officer come to interview various members of the fifth and sixth forms about their po-

tential and prospects. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

The third form went on May 12th to the Everyman Theatre in Cheltenham to see the popular rock musical Godspell. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

Delegates from the school went as usual to the headmastersô conference community service conference in Worcester-

shire from the 12th to the 14th of May. 
 

*  *  *  *  

 

Mr. Swaine took junior members of the school on a trip to Slimbridge to observe the birdlife on May 17th. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

A sixth form party went with Mr. Holt to Stratford to see the new production of The Tempest given by the Royal 

Shakespeare Company. Critical reaction was mixed. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

The concert given by the school orchestra and choral society was on May 21st and consisted of varied works by 

Gluck, Brahms and Vaughan-Williams. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

Rendcombôs alternative drama group presented its first production on May 24th. It was Ted Hughesô dramatic parable 
óTigerôs Bonesô with the serious message wrapped in music, spectacle and humour. 
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Mr. Holt took a small party, mainly of sixth formers, on 25th May, to see The Yeomen of the Guard, put on by the 

Cheltenham Operatic and Dramatic Society at the Everyman Theatre. After a shaky start this turned out to be a very 

good amateur production of Gilbert and Sullivanôs most serious opera. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

Parentsô meetings were held this term for the parents of form VIb on May 6th and form II on May 27th. 

 
*  *  *  *  

 

Mrs. Holdaway took the VIa girls on an outing first to Berkeley Castle and then back to her own home on June 4th. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

A service of readings was organised by Mr. Hussey on the theme of óLove; Its Meaning and Applicationô on June 

11th. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

On the same day there was a third form house outing to Dodington House, Avon. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

Mrs. Walker, wife of the Bishop of Ely, returned to give her admonitory talk to VIa leavers on óThe Pitfalls of Univer-

sity Lifeô. 
 

*  *  *  *  

 

Mr. Kelsey managed to persuade the Red Arrows, the RAFôs crack aerial display team, which is stationed at nearby 

Kemble, to give Rendcomb a special display of their skills on June 23rd. It was impeccable, of course, and we had a 

better view than a crowd at an airshow as the valley enabled the pilots to swoop lower than they otherwise would have 

done. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

The annual Founderôs Day took place on June 24th, with impressive exhibitions on display in the art room, the wood-

work room, and the physics laboratory. Reports of the main speeches appear later in this issue. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

The Literary Society burst into life once this term on June 28th to present a selection of American poetry ranging from 

the master of the macabre, Edgar Allan Poe, to the prophet of the pop era, Allen Ginsberg. 
 

*  *  *  *  

 

On June 29th, community service helpers at Rendcomb threw a party for nine handicapped children from Paternoster 

School in Cirencester. It was hard to tell whether the helpers or the children enjoyed it more. Thanks to Anna 

Hummel, the ever-resourceful Mistress of Ceremonies. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

The Debating Society met twice this term to participate in two very lively confrontations: one on the National Front 

which resulted in a resounding defeat for the supporters of this organization and the other an election debate. These 

took place on May 17th and July 5th. Full reports appear elsewhere. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

Preachers this term included the chaplain, the Dean of Gloucester, Mr. E. W. Fletcher, Mr. D. H. Carwardine, and the 

Rev. A. Knight. 

 
*  *  *  *  
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As a sequel to his display teamôs stunning performance Wing-Commander Whitehouse, director of the óRed Arrowsô, 

came to talk about his team and the RAF generally on June 29th. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

Many members of the school went out for the day on 6th July, the majority going either to the Royal Show at 

Stoneleigh or to the Natural Science Museum and Madame Tussaudôs in London. 

 
*  *  *  *  

 

VIb members went on a trip to the beautiful church at Fairford, built by the man whose son built Rendcomb Church, 

on June 30th. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

The óRendcomb Singersô gave a recital of song and instrumental music from Byrd to Boulez on July 6th. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

Form VIa went to the city of Bath for the day on July 4th to soak up culture or to do some shopping, depending on 

their inclinations. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

A sixth form party went with the headmaster to Stratford to see the new production of Measure for Measure at the 
Shakespeare Theatre on July 4th. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

It has been said that if certain members of this years óAô-level candidates fail their exams, they can always find em-

ployment as interior decorators, for among much useful work undertaken in the post-exam period, the sixth form com-

mon room was redecorated for the first time since Park House was built. Other efforts included painting the rugby 

posts for the coming seasons, and redecorating of a different kind, this time of the metal railings in the churchyard, 

which have been sadly neglected for decades. 

Generally the brief lull between storms was put to very good use and much has been achieved. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

Line drawings, etc., for this issue were provided by Richard Perrett, Anna Hummel, Harriet Porter, and Nigel Pitt. 

Photographs were taken by Colin Hitchcock. Grateful thanks to all of them. 

 

*  *  *  *  
 

The editors of The Rendcomb Magazine are Stephen Hawkins and Jonathan Porch. 
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COLLEGE OFFICERS  

 
Senior Prefect: S. Hawkins 

Prefects: K.-J. Crowhurst; R. W. A. Henniker-Gotley; I. S. Cummings; H. J. A. Wilson; J. Watson; B. Cross; 

J. D. Sinclair; A. J. McGill; N. R. Taylor; N. Carroll 

Public Workman: A. Mackonochie 

Church Ushers: I. S. Cummings; A. White; J. D. Sinclair; T. R. Evans; P. Haynes. 

Librarians: I. S. Cummings; T. R. Evans; D. Taylor; J. R. Steed; N. D. Miles; G. M. A. Beattie 
Bell Ringers: D. Taylor; K. P. Winmill 

Magazine Editors: S. Hawkins; J. S. Portch 

Cricket Captain: P. Haynes 

Cricket Secretary: M. A. R. Webb 

 

 

 

MEETING OFFICERS  

 
Chairman: D. Taylor 

Secretary: J. Porch 

Meeting Banker: J. Porch 

Boysô Banker: J. Steed 

Council: S. Buist; S. Hawkins; J. McGill; C. Troughton; P. Haynes; J. Sinclair; R. Swaine 

M.A.C.: I. Cummings; S. Buist; J. Sinclair; S. Brennan; W. H.-Gotley; J. Watson 

P.L.O.: P. Haynes; S. Buist; C. Troughton; J. Porch; D. Taylor 

Paperman: A. Simmins 
Amplifier Technicians: J. Marson; D. Strong 

Entertainments Committee: S. Brennan; A. Hummel; M. Raven; T. Burkham; T. Steed 

Food Committee: H. Wilson; D. Beanland; S. Culverwell; R. Morgan; A. Pitt 

Cycle Committee: S. Elliott; R. Hazell; R. Shacklock 

Assistant Boysô Banker: T. Evans (IV) 

Broom Warden: A. Jacques 

Breakages Man: A. Martyn-Smith 

 

 

 

MEETING NOTES  

 
THE Meeting allowance has been adjusted following the decision to abrogate the financial responsibility for sports 

equipment to the college, and stood at nearly £300 for this term, the expenditure of which was largely automatic but 

nevertheless a surplus of £60 was granted. 

An attempt to increase this surplus and suit magazines and newspapers to current tastes failed when after a census it 

was found there was sizable support for all of the material questioned. The General Meeting agreed to order two new 
periodicals for the library, these being the óNew Musical Expressô and the óSocialist Workerô. The latter aroused much 

controversy but it was felt that this would present a balanced range of political opinion and was therefore valuable. 

Unfortunately much of the surplus finance was spent on replacing unreported losses from the dining-hall. The General 

Meeting felt this was most regrettable and directed that the younger members of the school be made aware of this loss. 

The óAlternative Dramaô group now seems firmly established following an assurance of financial support from the 

Meeting; a resolution passed in view of the success of the groupôs first production. 

The General Meeting continued the tradition of arranging for and authorising collections for teachers who are leaving, 

although collectively was unable to decide upon a choice of appropriate present. 

An investigation concerning the renting of a soft drinks machine found that this was unfortunately outside the limita-

tions of expenditure and economically unsound due to the small size of the school and the fact that it would not be in 

use during the school holidays. 

Valuable committee work has continued and all those concerned should receive due praise. This term has notably seen 

the increased activity of the revised junior advocates although perhaps not in the role originally envisaged. 

A revival of interest in the General Meeting, especially from the lower school, may be detected this term. This positive 

attitude is certainly promising and offers hope for the future of the General Meeting in an enlarged school, and I think 

is reflected in the minutes of the General Meeting which trace the development of tangible proposals from what were 

previously vague and undirected feelings of discontent; for instance, the demand made in the form of a petition from 

forms I and II that they receive representation in the General Meeting. I should like to thank all those who have con-
tributed to discussion over the term especially those in the lower forms who have summoned the courage to speak. 

 

D.T. 
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FOUNDERôS DAY 1978 

 

Headmasterôs Speech 
Mr. Chairman, My Lords, ladies and gentlemen, may I first welcome on your behalf our main speaker today, Vice 

Admiral Sir Louis le Bailly. 

It is a pleasure to welcome such a senior member of the senior service, and itôs a nice coincidence that one of our 

school prefects has just passed his admiralty selection board for a naval commission, and next week is visiting the 

Marine Engineering College of which Sir Louis was in charge. 
Personally, I am particularly glad, because it was in the navy that I did my utterly undistinguished end of war service. I 

suppose one of the earliest things I learned was the well tried maxim: óIf it moves, salute it; if it doesnôt move, polish 

itô;  but something more useful than this, it is to nearly three years sleeping in a hammock that I attribute my ability 

now to sleep anywhere; at any time: and at critical moments in my teaching career, when some awful crisis has hap-

pened, I still comfort myself with the lower deck remark: óIf you canôt take a joke, you shouldnôt have joinedô. 

During my time in the navy I never came across anyone so exalted as an admiral but - if I may tell a story against my-

self - I did have to fetch the captain of my destroyer from a ceremonial visit to an American admiral in Shanghai. I 

should tell you that the River Yangtze Kiang flows at about five knots and the cutter of which I was coxswain man-

aged about eight, so we hadnôt much in hand. The captain was piped over the side of this large cruiser by the top brass 

and started the long walk down the gangway steps to the little platform at water level where I was to pick him up. Un-

fortunately, I fluffed the approach, my bowman made a wild grab with his boathook at the rope, missed, and the cur-

rent swept us gently away just as the skipper reached the platform. He was left standing there in fuming isolation 

while I made the wide circuit to come alongside again. He didnôt actually say, ñWrite out five hundred times: I must 

come alongside successfullyò but I was given the equivalent of a Rendcomb hourôs work - practising approaches. 

We meet today in memory of our founder, Noel Wills, and I speak with confidence when I say that I know what item 

of Rendcomb news from the past year would have pleased him most. You may remember that there was great anxiety 

last year when the Department of Education asked for details of all places taken up by local authorities in independent 
schools. Would our long connection with the county be brought to an end? We were delighted when the minister de-

cided that for the next three years at least our places were safe from government direction. Naturally, Shire Hall will 

want to keep the arrangement under review, but at least we have this tacit admission that there is still a need for board-

ing education which the state cannot fill. We are more than happy to fill it, because it is one of the main purposes for 

which Rendcomb was founded, and over the years many of our most successful pupils have come to us from Glouces-

tershire in this way. In talking of boarding need, one normally thinks of one parent families, parents abroad and so on, 

but there is no doubt at all that a good boarding school provides a great many things that everybody needs. 

I was discussing examination questions with a VIth form the other day, and this was one of them: óShow how Shake-

speare explores the limitations and potentialities of human natureô. I suppose we are all engaged in this exploration all 

our lives, but isnôt it one of the greatest values of school, and especially boarding school, that we learn to realise our 

limitations and our potentialities. 

Limitations first, because unless we are to become insufferably conceited and arrogant we need to recognise that eve-

rybody is better at something than we are. But at least with the Rendcomb system it is not drummed into you by exces-

sive competition that X is always bottom of the form while Y is winning all the cups. 

Then we need to learn the difficult lessons of tolerance and self-control. I remember a comment made to me last No-

vember by a master in charge of a rugger team when the aggression of our opponents had gone well beyond what is 

acceptable even in a tough contact sport. He spoke of the teamôs fairness and restraint under considerable provocation, 
and to me that was worth far more than a victory on points. In a world of increasing violence this is something worth 

preserving - but in case you may think that we scored only moral victories last year and that this is simply a cover up, 

do consult the records - like the record this term of our second eleven, under fifteen, under fourteen and under thirteen 

cricket teams, all unbeaten so far. 

And thirdly we need to learn the limitations which an ordered society imposes by reasonable discipline for the good of 

all. It was the great Dr. Johnson who said óThere is less flogging now in our great schools, but then less is learned 

there; so what the boys gain at one end they lose at the otherô. Perhaps you have read in the papers of the continuing 

debate about corporal punishment. It is now many years, Iôm glad to say, since a cane was raised at Rendcomb, and I 

believe that the boys have gained at both ends. 

Enough of limitations, because when we turn to potentialities, the range is enormous. You may have noticed from 

your Founderôs Day programme that the A-level results were impressive and they enabled the majority of boys and 

girls to go on to the universities of their choice. We maintained our usual high average of between seven and eight O-

levels per head, while to crown it all out of eight candidates to Oxford and Cambridge we gained four open exhibitions 

and two places. You would have to look a very long way to better that record for our size, and I do congratulate the 

boys and girls concerned as well as those who taught them. One further point is that this is no intellectual hothouse 

cramming weedy scholars who have shot their bolt when they leave here. Our honour boards and your programme this 

afternoon show that there is a steady record of university prizes, first class degrees and research distinctions which 

emphasise that Rendcomb is a launching pad for further successes and the fulfilment of potential in later life. 
Now turning from the intellectual to the practical, I hope you have spent some time in the exhibitions because I think 

you will agree that they are remarkable. Imagine yourself faced by a large block of stone, your aim to release the 
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shape of a cat from inside it, your only weapons a hammer and chisel, knowing that one false slip would ruin two 

months work. This is an achievement requiring not only imagination and skill, but patience and determination, not to 

mention some expert guidance on the way. Sculpture, pottery, carving, painting, glass engraving, photography - an 

exceptional range and variety of media. 

About woodwork, I speak from personal experience as our drawing room has recently been graced by a milking stool 

without which no well ordered Rendcomb household is complete. Whether we shall ever come in for such a fine thing 

as the oak bureau I noticed remains to be seen; but the same high quality of craftsmanship is evident throughout the 

range. 
As for physics and electronics, it really is quite beyond me. I gather from the newspapers that before long most of the 

work we do will be taken over by microprocessed silicon chips. Fortunately, however intelligent these midgets may 

be, they havenôt yet learned to programme themselves, and I shall be surprised if some of our best Rendcomb software 

doesnôt find scope for their talents in this developing field. If at the age of fifteen you are organising complex lighting 

circuits for a school play and designing subtle burglar alarms for your headmaster there must be an opening for you in 

British industry or business. And talking of business, a headline from the local press this year read óRendcomb Ty-

coons Progressô. This was a reference to the Business Game, organised by the Institute of Chartered Accountants and 

International Computers Ltd., and schools all over the country choose a board of directors from their sixth form to 

make decisions simulating those in a real business. Out of 390 we reached the last 27 and missed reaching the last 9 by 

the narrowest margin. But one further thought before I move on, and a vital one: boys and girls from Rendcomb have 

another quality besides business acumen still not common enough in our society; they are free from the limitations of 

snobbery and class prejudice of every kind. If the same could be said of all our youth the future of industrial relations 

in this country would look a good deal brighter than it does at present. 

Now from the practical activities I have mentioned, tangible objects remain, and some of them will become the an-

tiques of the future. From the yearôs music and drama only memories remain, but what splendid memories of Fidelio, 

The Song of Destiny, Sons of Light: the very names have a noble ring to them, and they received exciting and vital 

performances. 
Both senior and junior plays this year were rich in entertainment value, profound in meaning. Itôs quite a challenge to 

produce a full scale musical like óO What a Lovely Warô, and much of the Rendcomb Mystery Cycle performed by the 

younger boys was written by themselves. War and Peace on earth and in heaven - thatôs a bold enough theme for one 

yearôs drama. 

And here I want to make a general point about a boarding school of our size. I counted up the performers in both plays 

- 6o players trod the boards: backstage a slightly larger number constructed, lit, applied the grease paint, ushered the 

guests; it comes to over half the school involved in different ways - and so it is in many other activities. A great part of 

a good education goes on outside the classroom, and it draws out from people more than they dreamed they were ca-

pable of. You have only to look through the school magazine to see that talents are not buried in the ground here, but 

used and increased. 

That mention of the parable of the talents reminds me of a very large hole in the ground in the Estate Garden. The 

foundations of the sports hall show just how big this new building is going to be and it will be ready in January, just at 

the time when the snow is lying deep on the hockey pitches. Badminton, netball, basketball, tennis, cricket - as far as I 

can see rugby is the only game which you cannot play on it. 

As I expect you know, the science laboratories have been extended and completely modernised, and from where I 

speak I can see the solar panels which are at this moment funnelling the sun into the swimming pool. You have to 

watch people swimming to realise just what pleasure a few thousand gallons of water at seventy degrees can provide. 
When we enter the element from which we originally came there is an access of power and freedom which converts 

everyone into a dolphin .. . no wonder they always have that playful grin. The Garden of Eden must have been a water 

garden. 

Ladies and gentlemen, on behalf of us all, I do thank you most sincerely - and all those not present - who have given 

so generously to the appeal which now stands at over £110,000. As much of the money is in the form of seven year 

covenants, a most handsome loan from the Dulverton Trust has enabled us to go ahead with the work immediately. 

There remains the final stage of our development programme, the conversion of the conservatory into what will be the 

most attractive and unusual assembly hall and theatre in the country, retaining its period charm, but provided with all 

the up to date equipment and furnishing required. 

The appeal will be closed on Founderôs Day in 1979 so we have exactly one year to find the remaining Ã40,000. Par-

ents have most kindly felt able to give, on average, covenants of between £20 and £30 so may I encourage those who 

are still considering what they can manage to help us towards our goal. After all, a covenant of only £5 a year gives us 

£50 in the end - a substantial sum, and five or ten pounds is reasonably painless. Giving money is like having a tooth 

out - there may be a slight twinge at the time, but you do feel better afterwards. We have in mind also a Christmas 

holiday dance for parents and friends which I do hope that all those living within reasonable distance will support by 

coming and bringing a party with them, as I am sure it would be a very enjoyable occasion. 

Now, do you remember only ten years ago when the cobblestones were flying in the streets of Paris and the vice-

chancellorsô studies were being rifled by Marxist students, one of the war-cries: ñA university should not be a seat of 
learning, but a powerhouse of changeò? 

Arenôt both these phrases apt for a good school? I have given some strong evidence for Rendcomb as a seat of learn-
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ing, but it is also - in a different sense from the Revolutionistsô meaning  - a powerhouse for change. 

A good school is a powerhouse providing the physical and moral and intellectual energy that an industrial country 

needs more surely than it needs coal or oil. And the change which it brings about will, in time, change our society - 

making it less hidebound, more hard-working, more humane - but the immediate change is to individuals, enabling 

them to find the best in themselves. 

I have spoken of ten years ago; what will be the picture ten years from now? All we can say for certain is that the fu-

ture will be different from what we expect and the speed of change will increase. 

In an age of uncertainty what course should we adopt? Surely the answer is to remain as flexible and as farsighted as 
we can, but hold firmly to the things that remains unchanged. What are these things? Of course there are the abilities 

we need to learn our living and contribute to the society in which we are lucky enough to live - but isnôt there some-

thing more than training for jobs, important though that is? 

There is a fine saying of G. K. Chesterton which may have an old-fashioned sound, but it does so for the essentials : 

óEngland is Faith, and Green fields, and Honour and the Seaô. 

Here in the heart of England, surrounded by green fields, we are only an hour from the sea. 

Honour I take to be that personal integrity which is the most valuable possession we can acquire as we grow up. Now 

as to faith, I must tread carefully. In a secular age what school can say outright óWe are a Christian schoolô, but no-

body who has not been taught about the religious faith of his own country, and has not had the opportunity of worship-

ping in that faith during his formative years can be considered fully educated, and I am convinced that one of the quiet 

but permanent strengths of the boarding schools of this country is that they are communities which consciously uphold 

a Christian way of life and they have at their centre a Christian church. 

Surrounded by the trappings of a consumer society in a world of poverty, the idealism of young people looks for 

something beyond materialism. They may not find what they are seeking here, and now, but at least they have been 

made aware of possibilities. 

This leads me on to say goodbye to our chaplain, Mr. Hussey, who has been with us for four years and who now goes 

to be chaplain of Berkhamstead School. I would like to thank him for his tireless and selfless work both in the school 
and in the village. He and Mrs. Hussey will be much missed and we send our warmest wishes with them. 

Mr. Hembry is also leaving this term, having secured a job as head of department in a large comprehensive school. It 

is one of lifeôs ironies that he was appointed to run our new sports hall which was to be ready four years ago. Gallop-

ing inflation postponed our plans, and now the hall will be completed almost as soon as he has gone. However, he has 

made a great contribution to Rendcomb sport and in many other ways and we wish him every success in his new 

school. 

When I tell you that I have appointed four able young men to the staff in September you might well believe that they 

would be needed simply to replace the work of these two men. However, it is not exactly like that - a larger staff will 

improve our ratio of masters to boys and enable us to extend our range of opportunities. 

As chaplain I have appointed a young man who has had both teaching experience and responsibility for 10,000 parish-

ioners in a Welsh town. 

As physical education master and assistant biologist a Loughborough-trained man with the experience to coach the 

first fifteen and run the sports hall. 

In addition to these a well qualified musician to help Mr. Willson, and finally a graduate of Durham University to 

launch our A-level geography course from the firm foundations laid by Mr. Burden. You may be interested to know 

that the Ph.D. which he is just completing at Durham is based on his experience of 14 months living in the African 

bush with a native tribe hunting buffalo and elephant with 10 ft. spears and poisoned arrows - the subject promises 
well! As I am speaking of able and well qualified men, I must just mention a woman of the same calibre - Miss Bee-

ston, helping us out as matron for two terms, one of them stricken by óflu, with impressive efficiency and concern; and 

finally, a warm thank you to the staff - men and women - for their sustained and most successful efforts during the 

year. When in ordinary conversation with people one says that one is a schoolmaster the unguarded reply is sometimes 

óHow lovely to have all those holidaysô. But if you actually add up the hours worked, the time spent in preparation and 

assessment, the Saturdays fully employed while others are enjoying their 5-day week, the duties expected or done vol-

untarily on a Sunday, then you get a different picture altogether. Itôs this full-hearted commitment that makes Rend-

comb the school it is. 
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SUMMARY OF THE GUEST SPEAKERôS SPEECH 

 
THIS year we welcomed vice-Admiral Sir Louis le Bailly, who is the chairman of the civil service commission board, 

as our guest speaker at Founderôs Day. 

He opened his speech by claiming that his retirement is full of such speech-making and that clubs and societies wel-

comed reminiscences, while the ótribal ritualô of founderôs day speeches continues. 

He then recalled a speech which he had heard whilst training at Dartmouth entitled óThe Golden Momentô: in this 

speech it was suggested that the victories of Nelson at Trafalgar and Jellicoe were the result of self-discipline and self-
training, and not just óflashes in the panô. Through the training of common ócopper momentsô and rarer ósilver mo-

mentsô such men were able to recognise and seize their ógolden momentsô. 

Sir Louis suggested that throughout life you are presented with opportunities to choose between right and wrong and 

that, as you grow older, it becomes increasingly harder to choose between the route offered by your conscience and 

that offered by cunning; and that moral courage enables you to bear your responsibilities. He gave the example of 

Harry Truman, who found himself thrust into the presidency of the United States and took his responsibility, coining 

the well-known phrase: óThe Buck Stops Hereô. 

He recalled an incident which occurred on Janaury l0th, 1941, when the British battle fleet were searching the Atlantic 

for German destroyers. A young seaman had seen a puff of smoke on the horizon and called down to the engine room 

for ófull aheadô. Sir Louis himself was the engineer and began to speed up the engines only to receive the command 

óhalf aheadô a few minutes later, called down by the captain who could see no smoke. Just as the engines were slowing 

down the command for ófull aheadô was called for by the Admiral. However, no ships were seen and the seaman was 

reprimanded. At the end of the war, it was discovered that the German battleships which had caused so much damage 

to Allied shipping were there on that day, and learning of the British fleetôs presence through radar, had made smoke 

as they strained their engines to escape. If only this seaman had had the moral courage to dare all and seize his golden 

moment. 

Sir Louis then went on to discuss how science and manôs rapidly increasing knowledge had led to a materialistic out-
look on life and the decline of faith, attributed to its lack of logic. He recalled the phrase óFaith is reason standing on 

tiptoeô, saying that this captured the need to look over incredulity and regain a lost hope. 

He referred to a book he had read which claimed that óour vision has become distorted through knowledgeô. In this 

book reality was seen as a great mountain in a vast desert of infinite length around the base of which were the coun-

tries of the world. Some people climb this mountain and see the glory; some bicker about what they see; others gaze 

into the desert and see no beauty, no glory, only mirages in which manôs power is greater than the power of God. 

In conclusion, Sir Louis said that we must train ourselves to listen to our conscience, although this may not be easy, 

and that good leadership can only be attained through example. It is possible to buy time, to buy presence, to buy mus-

cular power; but enthusiasm, initiative, love and respect must be earned. He ended saying that we should aim for the 

power of endurance, the power to risk all, self-forgetfulness in order to accomplish tasks at all costs, patience, resil-

ience in defeat coupled with gallant optimism, and we must dare to hope. If we achieved these goals then failure 

would not seem the end. 

 

I.P. 

 

 

 

PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY  

 
IT is encouraging to have seen the large increase in use of the darkroom which has taken place. The number of mem-

bers, however, has remained at its all-time minimum of seven for two terms. I hope that more people will join during 

the new school year as this is really all that the society needs at present. As planned, a new and high quality enlarging 

lens was purchased early in the term with the aid of welcome assistance from the Meeting. It has certainly contributed 

a great deal to a large increase in the technical quality of prints produced - a good variety of which were in the Foun-

derôs Day exhibition staged in the art room. 

 

C.A.H. 

 

 

 

LITERARY SOCIETY  

 
THE Literary Society met again on the 28th June, to start what will hopefully be a smaller, more intimate poetry dis-

cussion group by looking at the work of some American poets. Some of form VIbôs English specialists were joined by 

a few óoutsidersô to look at Poe, Eliot, Frost, Williams and others. There was a lively discussion of pieces by Morse 
and Ginsberg. 

Next year, we shall try to present a chance for budding poets to read and discuss their own work. 

 

T.D.D. 
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FOLK CLUB  

 
THE Club met only once this term, when, despite noble efforts by Andrew óWedlockô Carter and the unflagging Pete 

Haynes, the shades of exams were obviously discouraging the contributors. The next meeting was then cancelled due 

to a lack of performers. 

The informal atmosphere of these Sunday evenings, which have generally been attended by over three-quarters of the 

sixth form, has produced some memorable offerings over the year, and revealed some little-suspected talents! It is to 

be hoped that next yearôs sixth form will continue them, revitalised with their own particular interests. 
 

T.D.D. 

 

 

 

BELL -RINGING  

 
ANOTHER successful termôs ringing in which we have managed to raise a band competent enough to ring unsuper-

vised on Sunday mornings, and that in recent weeks has managed to master the method known as óPlain Huntingô. We 

had the pleasure of ringing with the Dean of Gloucester one Sunday, who was also shown the newly rehung bells. I 

should like once again to thank Miss Bliss and Edgar for their invaluable help and also to thank Mr. Hussey for his 

respect towards and co-operation with the bell-ringers during his time here and also for his enthusiastic support in rais-

ing funds for the re-hanging without which this would not been possible. 

 

D.T. 

 

 
 

THE CHESS CLUB 

 
THE tournament for the chess trophy was completed: it was won by David Denby. 

 

G.J.S. 

 

 

 

BRIDGE CLUB  

 
CONTRARY to usual custom, there were a number of bridge evenings during the summer term. A drive was held on 

July 3rd, the prizes for which were kindly given by the matron, who has been a keen supporter of the club. 

 

W.J.D.W. 

 

 
 

COMMUNITY SERVICES  

 
OUR regular weekly activities in the form of visiting, etc., have been extremely limited this term due to exams and the 

summer change in the school timetable. Nevertheless, it has been very encouraging to see some members of the fourth 

form starting, which counters the large number of girls presently involved. Outside our weekly activities we have been 

highly active, however, and achieved valuable results. 

Once again, four senior and experienced C.S. volunteers attended a national conference at Winmill House in Worces-

tershire, a most enjoyable and revealing weekend. We were surprised to find out that we were the only school operat-

ing a totally voluntary system but we also found that we are hopelessly hampered by transport in comparison with 

other schools. 

We sent a large number of volunteers to help the Querns geriatric hospital with their annual fete which provided a 

welcome break for some members of 6b after their exams as well as providing valuable community service. 

A most enjoyable afternoon was spent giving a party for ten children from Paternoster School. Many senior students 

reverted to their childhood and seemed to become genuinely excited over such games as ópass the parcelô and ómusical 

bumpsô! Anna and Ondine deserve due praise for their highly imaginative part in organising this and making it a very 

successful event which we hope to repeat in the near future. 

The Ampney Crucis Over 60ôs Club requested to be shown the school and as a consequence a guided tour with em-
phasis on the history of the building (a Victorian mansion) has been arranged which is to be followed by tea and musi-

cal and dramatic entertainment. We were staggered to learn that 50 people intend to come and, although at the time of 
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writing this has not been staged, it promises to be a success as well as establishing a new style of entertainment. 

The community services group initiated a silver paper collection in the school which has extended to the village and 

hopefully in the future will be supported by parents although plans for this are not currently pending. The silver paper 

is given to óDogs for the Blindô. 

We are indebted to members of staff without whose co-operation the recent growth of community services would not 

have been possible, especially in respect of bringing people into the school, a development which appears to be na-

tional as shown at the conference. Finally, I am sure we would all like to thank Mr. Dyke for his continued enthusias-

tic support and guidance. 
 

D.T. 

 

 

 

DEBATING SOCIETY  

 
A debate was held on 17th May, the motion being ñThis House Opposes the Ideals of the National Frontò. It was pro-

posed by Chris Burkham and Fred Wilcox, who claimed fascism meant repression and loss of democratic freedom and 

pointed out the narrow-minded and inhuman side of the National Front. Fred Wilcox posed the interesting question, 

ñDo whites feel so inferior alongside their black companions and countrymen that they are forced into joining the Na-

tional Front and supporting their racialist views?ò 

The opposition, Andrew Carter (sporting a ótoothbrushô moustache) and Peter Uglow, claimed the principles of the 

N.F. were not aimed at racialism but at the rejuvenation of British industry. Quoting from the party manifesto he 

claimed repatriation would only take place for those who were unable to óoffer tangible advantages in return for stay-

ingô. 

The motion was then thrown open to the floor. Probably the most valuable point was made by Duncan Taylor who 
quoted the race relations board, whose statistics and research showed that blacks do not come here to sponge off the 

state. 

Duncan Clarke pointed out the philosophical similarities between the N.F. and nihilism and explained the Freudian 

influences in the nihilist policies. 

Chris Burkham summarised by quoting the popular Anti-Nazi League slogan óNazis are no funô, while Andrew Carter 

summarized for the opposition by saying that we reap for ourselves the benefits of society. However, this last passion-

ate outburst was unable to sway the audience, who carried the motion by 23 votes to 1, with 4 abstentions. 

 

*  *  *  *  

 

With the opposition party clamouring for an early election it seemed fitting to have an election as a debate at Rend-

comb. Although held in the chaotic last week of term and in the assembly hall the speakers, many asked only a few 

days before, delivered speeches of a high standard. 

Six parties were represented: the United Independent Britain Party, the Conservative Party, the Liberal Party, the La-

bour Party, the Communist Party, and the Anarchists. 

Penny Hooley, speaking for the Conservatives, was greeted with tumultuous applause and cheering and had little to do 

in persuading an already right wing audience. Nevertheless, she put the case for capitalism very well, though the latest 
source of controversy, racialism, was ominously absent from her speech. 

Labour spoke next after the chairman had calmed the slightly unruly audience. Richard Tudor, their speaker, used a 

mass of statistics to prove that we were better off with a Labour government, stressing that Labour does not take ad-

vantage of any minorities. 

Mr./Miss Dominic Ind represented the Liberal Party in a light-hearted manner as Liberal in all things, being serious 

just long enough to attack the lack of proportional representation, and take credit for the maintenance of the old petrol 

price at the last budget. He summed up by saying that the Liberals kept the extreme right and left at bay. 

Carol Franklin, speaking for the Communists, said that the Communists were the most advanced members of society. 

Quoting from Marx and other sources she put the case for a one-party state to the predominantly right wing audience 

very well. 

Simon Howell spoke for the United Independent Britain Party. Using patriotic music and visual stimuli to support him 

he delivered a hysteria-inducing oration, attacking the E.E.C. and outside pressures that attempted to force Britain to 

surrender some of her sovereignty. He finished by stressing the two key words of the party: unity and independence. 

The anarchists, in the rather anomalous situation of being represented as a legitimate party, were spoken for by George 

Ashe. His speech, for those who listened, stressed the constructive aspect of true anarchy and its advantage of appeal-

ing to a fundamental communal spirit. He suggested that anarchy was the next logical step of civilisation. 

The debate was then thrown open to the floor. Andrew Carter proposed himself for the National Front, claiming they 

would ban colour TV. 
Julian Bull stood up to outline the policies of the Smokey Bears (legalization of cannabis), and Duncan Taylor ex-

plained to those who did not already know what the Rock Against Racism movement is. It was decided that the last 
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two movements would not be voted upon. 

Many other valid points were made, notably by Jon Porch, Steven Whittard, Shaun Brennan, Sarah Culverwell, and 

Roy Edwards. 

There was no summing up and voting was on a show of hands (no secret ballot) with one vote per capita (regardless of 

age, of course!). 

   Results: 

    Conservatives 14  Labour 6 

    U.I.B.   14  Liberals 3 
    Anarchists  11  N.F.  3 

    Communists  9 

    Approximately half the audience abstained. 

  

K.N. 

 

 

 

CHORAL AND ORCHESTRAL CONCERT - 21st MAY 

 
    Overture óAlcesteô é é Gluck 

    Song of Destiny é é Brahms 

    The Sons of Light é é Vaughan Williams 

 

ONE felt the 1978 Rendcomb College May concert to be outstanding because of two aspects. 

Before the first number was half way through, we were aware of the clean, crisp musicianship of the orchestra - aug-

mented under the leadership of Brian Webber by the addition of thirteen guests, bringing the players up to forty-nine. 
A descriptive and sharp beat from the conductor obviously stimulated the players, whose rehearsal time had been fully 

employed. 

So much was noticeable early in the programme; but the other aspect came as the concert was ending. This was the 

sensitive selection of works through which there was built up a sense of a common theme revealing those eternal 

truths of which man becomes aware when faced by natural forces. The might of this was most impressive. 

If the óAlcesteô Overture closed in tragic vein, Gluck had shown us how he obtained effect merely with dripping ar-

peggios of simple chords echoing richly from one orchestral voice to another. 

He displayed too how to build layer upon layer of orchestral textures to obtain atmosphere, the warmth of the brass 

contrasting with the acidity of the strings, while the woodwind daintily pointed the emphasis of his motifs. In this at-

tractive piece the orchestra was very much relaxed, well rehearsed, and óat homeô. 

Brahmsô óSong of Destinyô is not frequently performed, which may be because, like the composerôs themes, the mean-

ing of the work is rather involved, and thus beyond the scope of the experience of young singers; and although their 

numbers almost equalled the instrumentalists they were at times overwhelmed. But when the orchestral adagio, with 

its throbbing triplets, drew to its end, the altos crept in with excellent sweetness. This choir not only maintained good 

contrast of expression but obtained commendable top A flats. The trombones grandly heralded ñBut Man May Not 

Lingerò which the choir took up with zest, enjoying both the forte and the triple beat with confidence, sinking back to 

óreposeô to leave the last word to the throbbing orchestra. 
After the coffee interval came the great work of the evening - I write with hindsight. If, like the Brahms work, it is 

little played, it is also less known. Redolent with phrases, idioms, and intervals typical of Cotswold-born Vaughan 

Williams, and echoing snatches of óHodieô and icy from the south pole, it was played in three sections. 

In spite of the ethereal music and the mysticism of the poems, the choir, always on the watch for their entry, took up 

the declamatory quality of the first movement with its horses and charioteers. The fugue of óRise Moonô went well and 

the triplets from the orchestra controlled the mood as it died away. Both in pitch and rhythms the zodiac section was 

more impressive to listen to than facile for the performers. 

Indeed I have to confess that this was where, as a music critic, I dropped out! To be honest yet unashamed, I was so 

engrossed, overcome, by the message and might of the work that the task of scribing a few notes became in compari-

son a piffling chore - after all, here in the room was ñV.W.ò himself demanding our attention! Even the ensuing full 

applause seemed irrelevant. 

One wanted to sit back and absorb the impressions left behind. The composer, born on the edge of the Cotswolds, this 

grand old man, always young in invention and spirit, would have beamed his approval that this work should have been 

presented by these youthful musicians and singers. 

If this was a work that will sustain and indeed demand an early second hearing, then this was a performance which 

leaves behind a deep-set impression of its vitality and value. 

 

E.S. 
 

*  *  *  *  
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Christopher Dendy (O.R.) gave a piano recital on Sunday, 3oth April, consisting of music by Mozart, Schubert, and 

Liszt. 

 

 

 

CHURCH MUSIC  

 
 30th April é Thou Visitest The Earth é é Greene 

 14th May é If Ye Love Me é é é Tallis 

 4th June é Te Deum in B flat é é é Stanford 

    Hymn To The Trinity é é Tchaikovsky 

 18th June é O For A Closer Walk With God é Stanford 

 24th June é Let Us Now Praise Famous Men é Vaughan Williams 

 2nd July é O How Amiable é é é Vaughan Williams 

 

J.W. 

 

 

 

GARDENING  
 

THE indoor bulbs, planted in December, again made an impressive display in early March. The daffodils in the school 

grounds were particularly good this year, having benefited from the wet weather last autumn. 

Dry weather in May enabled us to make good progress with routine work on flower beds and borders, and planting out 
was completed before half-term. Miserden Nurseries supplied us with excellent petunias, lobelia, alyssum, asters and 

salvias. We also increased our stock of geraniums by buying a further 30 plants. This should enable us to produce 

more geraniums from cuttings, if repairs are carried out on the greenhouse. 

Although the climbing roses on the terrace and at the Old Rectory continue to do well, the bush roses will have to be 

replaced in the autumn, and we may replan the lower terrace. 

I should like to thank those who have helped on Tuesdays and Wednesdays for their interest and hard work. 

 

Tuesday: F. Peplow, T. Horton, M. Dibble, R. Shacklock, T. Evans. 

Wednesday: S. Hawkins, D. Marshall, M. Raven, S. Howell, A. Jennings, R. Jacques, I. McCulloch. 

 

W.J.D.W. 

 

 

 

THE RED ARROWS DISPLAY AND TALK  

 
ñTHE 1978 Royal Air Force Acrobatic Team, the Red Arrows!ò, burst the voice of warrant officer George Thome, 
over our hastily improvised public address system. As he spoke, the nine scarlet Gnats swept in over the Wilderness, 

and into a Big Nine loop in front of the audience. They then enthralled us all for fifteen minutes, performing such ma-

noeuvres as Viggen, Super Concorde, Apollo, Feathered Arrow, Wineglass, Vixen, the Twizzle, Carousel Break, 

Leaderôs Benefit, Jubilee Break, Diamond 9, and then the finale - the Parasol Break, popularly known as the ñBomb-

burstò. These main formations were punctuated by the synchro pair, making head-on passes at closing speeds of 800 

m.p.h. These took place along the valley, and some were actually below us, giving a better than grandstand view. A 

fortunate break in the weather enabled the full routine to be performed, with loops up to 4,500 feet. As they finished, 

though, the skies darkened and unleashed a downpour. 

On the following Thursday, the team manager, Squadron Leader Mike Whitehouse, gave us an illustrated talk on the 

Red Arrows, and answered questions. We were amazed to learn that the aircraft fly only 12 feet apart from each other. 

The aircraft themselves are Hawker Siddeley (Folland) Gnat T. Mk. Iôs, with a wingspan of only 24 feet, and powered 

by a 4520 lb. thrust Orpheus turbojet. These 17 year-old aircraft are due for replacement in the 1980 season by the 

new H.S. Hawk trainer. 

Thanks must go to Mr. Kelsey and to the team for putting on such a marvellous display, despite the disappointment of 

the 18th May due to fog. It was well worth waiting for. 

 

D.M. 
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OSNABRUCKER SPRACHKURS 1978 

 
AFTER a journey by train, then boat, then again by train, a group of thirty of us from all backgrounds and parts of the 

British Isles arrived on one snowy Easter morning in Osnabruck. I remember that I was full of apprehension and 

dreaded the thought of disembarking from the train. This feeling soon vanished when I met my German guest family 

with whom I was going to stay and I discovered how friendly, helpful and understanding everyone was. 

As we were on a language course we had to attend lessons every day from 8.40-11.15 a.m., which consisted of geogra-

phy, current affairs, literature and syntax. The teaching was excellent and was of immense value in helping both our 
oral and writing exam. There were very few days during our three-week stay when something or other was not ar-

ranged for us in the afternoon or evening. Excursions included visits to a car plant, the Osnabruck letter-sorting office 

(one of the most modern in Europe), the town theatre, Hamburg, and the historical monuments in Osnabruck. Ham-

burg was probably the most memorable event where we visited the Norddeutsche Rundfunk, the harbour, the famous 

Rathaus, the planetarium, and our coach even dashed quickly through the Reeperbahn. 

All the participants on the course enjoyed their stay and got on very well with their German families. The guest fami-

lies invariably had sons and daughters of own age and on one occasion we even arranged a football match - England 

against Germany - which was enjoyed by all. When the time came to leave many did not want to return and all felt that 

they had benefited immensely. 

 

J.R.S. 

 

 

 

SPORT 

 

1st XI CRICKET  
 
IN many ways 1978 was a season of unfulfilled promise; even the weather failed to live up to expectations, and our 

ócricket weekô in early July reduced the wickets to muddy trenches more like scenes from the Somme. But the team 

also played well within its capabilities, failing to gain victories by narrow margins. In complete contrast with last year 

we could field a side that boasted eight bowlers and batted well down the list; even so this often did not prove enough 

to win matches. 

The majority of the runs scored were shared amongst the first five batsmen and, although Middlemist or Haynes occa-

sionally played flamboyant innings, Page was undoubtedly the most consistent of the batsmen, proving to be the main-

stay of almost every innings. One of the successes of the season was to find a reasonable pair of opening batsmen in 

Miles and Webb who got the team off to a fine start in several matches despite their inability to hit the ball hard. 

Of the many bowlers Haynes proved the most successful, but the loss of Middlemist through a shoulder injury, leaving 

the team without an accurate pace bowler, meant that the use of spin became necessary, and both Page and Evans 

bowled well at times, the former being very unlucky not to have taken a lot of wickets. Flambard, Tudor, Ind, and Cur-

tis-Hayward were all good on their day but they lacked the consistency required of them and often bowled poorly. 

The fielding went into a marked decline in the second half of the season; the number of catches dropped must have 

outnumbered the wickets taken. However, credit should be awarded to Middlemist and both Philip and Treve Evans 

for their enthusiasm and alertness in the field. 
As a whole the team was a joy to captain and but that we might have won more matches I feel that the season was a 

suitable zenith to my own Rendcomb cricket career. Next yearôs side will be the most competent seen since the days 

of the unbeaten record with many young players coming up and those staying-on blossoming to full maturity (in a 

cricketing sense!). 

Off the field it was a pleasure to see that things went smoothly; I should like to thank Mrs. Emily Fry for her tireless 

efforts in producing teas and in her absence the help of Sarah Morris, Kerry Crowhurst, Harriet Porter, Penny Jones, 

and Sarah Culverwell who gave up their time to organize meals at the pavilion. And so finally to the most worthy of 

praise: David Essenhigh. This season he has made sure everything was done on and off the field as well as performing 

his accepted role of groundsman, and the excellence of the pitches at Rendcomb is something no-one can dispute: if 

we werenôt always proud of our performance we were always proud of our pitch! And on a purely personal note I did 

not feel that I could let so many years of cricket at Rendcomb pass by without recording my deep gratitude to him. 

 

Match Reports 
 

v. KINGôS SCHOOL, GLOUCESTER (Home) 

A disastrous start to the season. There was a complete collapse of the batting to what was no more than mediocre 

bowling; there was no consolation in taking two of their wickets before they scored the runs. 

Rendcomb 28 
Kingôs Gloucester 31 for 2 
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v. CRYPT (Home) 

A much better performance in a game played in warm sunshine. A useful opening stand saw off the quick bowlers but 

soon became bogged down. An aggressive 30 from Haynes, including a fine six, pushed the total along to 93 for 6. 

The visitors held out for the draw but Middlemist put them on the rack with a burst of excellent fast bowling. 

Rendcomb 93 for 6 declared (Haynes 30, Webb 19) 

Crypt 70 for 7 (Middlemist 3-19) 

 

v. BREDON (Away) 
A very good all-round batting performance put Rendcomb in a strong position at tea, allowing us to make an early 

declaration. Alarmingly the opposition shot to 76 for 2, but then collapsed to 91 all out, thus giving us our first victory 

of the season. 

Rendcomb 125 for 8 declared (R. Tudor 20) 

Bredon 91 (Middlemist 3-15, Haynes 3-16) 

 

v. WESTWOODôS (Away) 

A very close match but one we threw away through our own complacency. After pinning them down at 1 for 2, inac-

curate bowling allowed them easy runs on a small pitch. On top of this, a series of dropped catches further helped 

them to 89. Even so this score should have been well within our grasp but Middlemist remained our only hope and 

when he was out, just 11 runs short of victory, defeat was inevitable. 

Westwoodôs 89 (Middlemist 3-13, Haynes 3-21, Flambard 3-24) 

Rendcomb 79 (Middlemist 36) 

 

v. KINGHAM HILL (Home) 

We batted far too long to ever hope for a result. After the first three wickets fell to some dubious 1.b.w. decisions Page 

adopted the role of anchor man, batting right through the innings. What flair there was came mainly from Middlemist 
and Flambard. Our spin bowlers had the visitors in trouble at 15 for 3 but the display of fielding and bowling which 

followed was atrocious. 

Rendcomb 101-7 declared (Page 43 n.o., Middlemist 23) 

Kingham Hill 86-3 (Haynes 2-17) 

 

v. KING EDWARDôS, Bath (Away) 

This must rate as one of the closest 1st XI matches ever. After a poor start we recovered to 52 for 5 but then the last 

five wickets fell for as many runs. We opened the bowling with two spinners who bowled until the end of the match. 

They reached our total of 57 with 7 wickets down, but then lost two quick wickets and a tie seemed possible. How-

ever, they scored the elusive run they needed, carrying them to a narrow victory. 

Rendcomb 57 (Page 22) 

King Edwardôs 58-9 (Haynes 7-35, Page 2-18) 

 

v. COKETHORPE (Home) 

A good, but slow, all-round batting performance allowed us to declare with the reasonable total of 98. Right from the 

start the opposition were in trouble and never looked like getting the runs, but capturing two wickets in the last two 

overs was beyond the Rendcomb bowlers and we were forced to a draw. 
Rendcomb 98 for 5 declared (Page 20, Haynes 20) 

Cokethorpe 76 for 8 (Haynes 5-29, Moore 2-7) 

 

v. STAFF COMMON ROOM XI 

One of the highlights of the cricketing season was washed out by the temperamental July weather. The most memora-

ble point was perhaps the wholesome and decorative tea laid on by Sarah Morris and Danielle Shrimpton. 

Rendcomb 74 for 4 (Page 38, Haynes 20) 

Match abandoned 

 

v. BRIGHTON, HOVE AND SUSSEX VIth FORM COLLEGE (Home) 

Having been forewarned of the strength of this team, we fielded Mr. Essenhigh and Mr. Burden to reinforce our side. 

The match must rank among the best of the season if not for some years. The visitors batted and had a fine opening 

stand of 123, but several stoppages due to rain forced them to make a generous declaration at 157 for 3. Rendcomb 

attacked the target and just when it seemed that everything might collapse, Middlemist and Haynes put up a brave 

stand full of fine shots (and two massive sixes). Playing 20 overs in the last hour the situation soon became like lim-

ited overs. A tremendously exciting finish saw the required 9 runs from the last over being just too much for the home 

side. A fine match both for cricket and off-the-field companionship. 

Brighton & Hove 157 for 3 declared 
Rendcomb 155 for 9 (Haynes 48, Essenhigh 36 n.o., Middlemist 24) 
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v. MARLING (Home) 

An all day match was a new experience for the side and the lunch provided really made it all worthwhile. However, 

this match proved to be one of the biggest defeats of the season. After we had reached 94 for 4 the second half of the 

betting order could only score another 35 runs. Even so one did not really expect them to score the runs with such 

ease; once again we were hindered by poor fielding. 

Rendcomb 129 (Middlemist 41, Webb 34, Page 22) 

Marling 130 for 1 

 
v. CHELTENHAM G.S. (Home) 

The visitors batted too long, and really insulted both our sense and ability by supposing that we might try to go for the 

runs in the short time that they allowed us, or that they could bowl us out so easily. The match crept to an inevitable 

draw with us losing silly wickets by playing too defensively. 

Cheltenham G.S. 154 for 3 declared (Haynes 2-37) 

Rendcomb 78 for 6 (Tudor 22 n.o.) 

 

v. OLD RENDCOMBIANS (Home) 

The old boys, put into bat, attacked our bowlers with real zest and only Tudor could in any way stem the flow of runs. 

Their target, however, was not beyond our grasp and with Page as anchor man we very nearly made it. Time proved 

our enemy eventually. 

Old Boys 121-7 declared (Tudor 4-20) 

Rendcomb 107-5 (Page 55 n.o.) 

 

P.H. 

 

 

2nd XI 

 
AT the start of the season there was some debate about whether forming a 2nd XI was a good idea. I hope that our 

performances and results in the three matches we played are proof that it was a good idea, and that there should be no 

cause for anyone to regret the birth of a new school sports team. The team certainly enjoyed their cricket, and I would 

like to congratulate everyone on the high standard of bowling, batting, and fielding maintained throughout the season. 

Lively, entertaining, skilful, and even surprising at times - all these epithets applied at times to the team. 

I think that the team through its efforts has shown that a 2nd XI can exist at Rendcomb, and I hope that in future sea-

sons 2nd XI fixtures become a permanent part of the school's sporting calendar. 

I would like to thank Mr. Essenhigh very much for all his help this season and in past seasons. On behalf of the team I 

would also like to thank Mr. Dennis and Mr. Price for taking time off to umpire our matches. 

 

2nd XI Match Reports 
 

v. BRIZE NORTON (Home) 

After a rather poor start with only R. Swaine making any impression on the score, though slowly, the rate suddenly 

increased when A. Mackonochie went in. As he had not played cricket for two years and was still theoretically a ónon-
cricketerô, we were very surprised when he took the bowling to pieces with some rather strange-looking strokes which 

were nevertheless extremely successful. His final score of 37 gave us an adequate total to declare on. The bowling and 

fielding were both consistently good and we dismissed their batsmen for 63, thus winning by 32 runs. In fact, the 

fielding was so good that the number of run-outs equalled the number of wickets taken by the most successful bowler! 

Rendcomb 95 for 6 declared (Mackonochie 37, Swaine 20 n.o., Moore 13) 

Brize Norton 63 (Moore 3 for 18, Peplow 2 for 14) 

 

v. WESTWOODôS G.S. (Away) 

Westwoodôs opened the batting, and although the match was played on a slightly sloping pitch which we were unused 

to, the standard of our bowling and fielding once again proved too much for the opposition, who were all out for 72, 

G. Moore and J. Sinclair between them taking 9 wickets for a loss of only 51 runs. After such a good start, though, it 

seemed that our batting was going to let us down when our first four batsmen fell with only 54 runs on the board. But 

our day was saved by J. Archer who, with a magnificent 37 not out, almost totally comprising 6ôs and 4ôs, enabled us 

to come through victorious. 

Westwoodôs 72 (Moore 5 for 36, Sinclair 4 for 15) 

Rendcomb 75 for 7 (Archer 37 not out) 

 

v. BRIZE NORTON (Home) 
Playing against a weakened Brize Norton team, it was inevitable that we should do even better against them than be-

fore. We opened the batting, and with a fine innings of 52 not out by W. Henniker-Gotley, backed up by 30 runs from 
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